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alumni notes
I want to assure Hillsdale College’s alumni that our school colors have not 
been changed as many have been led to believe. Our colors are blue and white 
and will remain so.  In fact, about two years ago, the administration took steps not 
only to preserve this tradition, but also to standardize the College’s broader graphic 
identity and to establish firm guidelines regarding the use not only of our colors but 
also of logos, typefaces, and other important elements of our ID (or, to use marketing 
terminology, our “brand”).
  For a long time, many at the College have been concerned that there have been few, 
if any, graphic standards regarding the College’s identity.  From horses to lightning 
bolts, to countless typefaces for “Hillsdale College,” to dozens of variations of the 
Central Hall tower, to varying shades of “royal blue”—the graphic ID of the College 
has long been inconsistent. Alumni and school administrators alike have been 
troubled by a disregard for the College’s traditions, and not just the seemingly random 
or arbitrary selection of blue colors. 
 Consequently, about two years ago we consulted the Leo Burnett Agency (one of the 
world’s foremost advertising firms) regarding this matter. With their help, our goal 
was to decide upon a set of graphic standards, including colors, and then stick to them.
 We agreed that our colors have traditionally been royal blue and white and should 
remain that. However, “royal blue” is not a specific color—many mid-range shades of blue 
are called “royal blue.”  It was necessary, therefore, for us to pick a specific shade of blue.
 The color we picked, Pantone 295, is among the blues the College has used historically 
and, in fact, is listed in many vendors’ catalogs as “royal blue.” On occasion, and very 
sparingly, we may use gray or red as accents (colors that are, again, quite specifically 
identified using the Pantone system). But there is no question that royal blue and white 
are to be Hillsdale’s colors and, in fact, that a very specific shade of blue is to be used.  
 Far from ignoring our traditions, the College is trying once and for all to firmly 
establish and protect these traditions. For as long as anyone can remember—even 
going back several decades—the College has not consistently recognized its traditions 
or effectively controlled its graphic identity.  The most iconic image of the College, 
our clock tower, has been rendered in countless ways.  We’ve had at least five mascots 
since the ’40s (“Warriors,” “Bearcats,” “Hilltoppers,” “Dales,” “Chargers”). Since 
becoming the “Chargers” 40 years ago, we’ve been conflicted as to whether our mascot 
is a stallion or a lightning bolt.  And typefaces on college stationery (particularly the 
banner “Hillsdale College”) have sometimes varied widely from one department to 
another, and from one year to the next. 
 Consequently, Leo Burnett also assisted us in developing standardized logos—our Charger 
mascot (a stallion’s head) and the block “H”—as well as stationery and a standard typeface 
Blue and White
Now and Always
Top Ways Alumni 
Can Help Hillsdale:
Part One
Many alums have asked how 
can they contribute to Hillsdale 
College, other than financially. Well, 
here are some simple ideas you can 
do to support your alma mater.
1. Show your Hillsdale colors—
Hillsdale College clothing, a 
Hillsdale flag or pennant,  
a Hillsdale decal or license 
plate frame 
2. Display your diploma
3. Participate in, or start, a 
local alumni chapter
4. Bring friends, family, and 
colleagues to a Hillsdale 
reception in your area, or 
bring them to campus
5. Share your personal news 
with Hillsdale Magazine 
and keep your contact 
information up to date
6. Nominate an alum for an 
Alumni Achievement Award
7. Volunteer to serve on the 
Alumni Executive Board
8. Cheer on the Chargers at an 
away game in your area
9. Invite a Hillsdale professor 
or administrator to speak to 
your service club
10. Join online Hillsdale affinity 
groups, such as the online 
directory, Facebook or 
LinkedIn networks
11. Become an alumni advisor 
to your fraternity or sorority, 
the Charger Club, or another 
Hillsdale organization
12. Assist a Hillsdale alum who 
is moving to your area
13. Add friends, family, and 
colleagues to Imprimis
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2Oxford
•	 Hillsdale students have 
studied abroad at Oxford 
through the Oxford Study 
Abroad Program (OSAP) 
since 1984. They spend a 
semester or 4-6 weeks in 
the summer.
•	 Dr. Jim Juroe and Dr. 
Patricia Bart taught 
a course entitled 
“Shakespeare: Mind, Art, 
and Criticism” in Oxford 
to Hillsdale students 
last summer through the 
English Department.
•	 The English Department’s 
Oxford Program was 
cancelled for summer 
2010 due to lack of 
funding, but the College 
hopes to offer it again 
in 2011. Students 
continue to study in 
Oxford through the 
OSAP program.
Oxford Study Abroad Program
Hillsdale Students Study in
tHe centuries-old universitY 
for a summer
OXfOrD’s faMeD “hallowed halls” attract students from around the 
world, and each year a few of those students travel from Hillsdale College to study 
with some of the greatest scholars in the world. Cara Burke, ’10, was one of those 
students in the summer of 2008, when she spent July and August reading history with 
Dr. Michael Hurst, professor emeritus of history at St. John’s College. The experience 
changed her life. “I was a better student afterwards,” she said. “All of that personal 
coaching, and even the experience of having to take care of yourself—it helps you with 
everything.” In addition to her studies, she treasures the memory of her jogs around 
the city, particularly passing J.R.R. Tolkien’s house during her rounds.
 Hillsdale students have studied abroad at Oxford University for many years 
through the College’s affiliation with the Oxford Study Abroad Program, which 
arranges for students to transfer into that program for a semester in order to study at 
ON tHE
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3Oxford. Dr Jim Juroe, professor emeritus of English, helped 
to establish the Hillsdale connection with Oxford in 1984. 
But when he returned to the College to teach a course in the 
fall of 2008, he wanted to encourage the College’s connection 
to Oxford to grow even more. He calls an Oxford study-
abroad experience “one of the great experiences of your life.” 
So, after discussions with English Department Chairman 
Dr. Michael Jordan, Juroe initiated a Hillsdale study-abroad 
program in Oxford sponsored by the English Department 
for last summer —a course taught by Hillsdale professors 
entitled, “Shakespeare: Mind, Art, and Criticism.”
 Juroe led the group to Oxford himself, but he wished to 
have a younger faculty member join in their excursion. On 
recommendation he asked Patricia Bart, visiting assistant 
professor of English, since she had done research in England 
previously, and her interest in medieval paleography made 
her ideal for leading students through the Bodleian library 
collections. And, as Juroe added with a smile, “She is bright, 
energetic, and brimming with wit and good humor.” From 
May 26 through June 20, 2009, these two professors taught 
a Shakespeare course in the famed halls of Oxford with four 
students: Brian Keske, ’11, Ian Faley, ’10, Alisson Veldhuis, 
’09, and Sarah Howard, ’10. The students read Hamlet, As You 
Like It, Richard III, and The Comedy of Errors, and saw all four 
plays performed, some in Stratford and others at the Globe in 
London. The group also journeyed outside Oxford to Bath, 
Warwick, London, and Glastonbury, among other places. 
 The highlight of their travels was the opportunity to meet 
Lady Margaret Thatcher, former prime minister, during a visit 
to London. Juroe had heard rumors that there might be such an 
opportunity before they left Hillsdale, but he kept the students 
in suspense. “I didn’t want them to get their hopes up and be 
disappointed at the last moment,” he said. Lady Thatcher did 
not disappoint. She sat with them for around an hour drinking 
tea, reminiscing about her friendship with Ronald Reagan, and 
comparing the U.S. and British school systems. Sarah Howard 
remarked on her gracious hospitality and kind interest in the 
students. Lady Thatcher then took them on a personal tour of 
the House of Lords before she withdrew. It was an experience 
the students will not soon forget. 
 Meeting a former prime minister was not the only formative 
experience of their trip, however. For Brian Keske, his 
experience in Oxford allowed him to develop as a student in 
a unique way. He spent an additional four weeks in Oxford 
after the Hillsdale course studying the works of John Henry 
Newman with Oxford scholar Ian Carr. Each week, he 
prepared a paper and then spent several hours in a tutorial 
with Carr discussing his essays and the assigned reading for 
the week. “It allows you to focus deeply on a single subject,” 
Keske said about the tutorial system, “and then when you 
come back to Hillsdale, you’re not afraid to go spend time 
doing your own mini-research project.” Bart noted that the 
connections made with scholars in a tutorial are very valuable 
for opening the doors to graduate-level study. 
 Research was not the only benefit of their time in Oxford; 
both students and faculty remarked on the value of an 
experience abroad during a student’s college years. “To 
be there is not merely to admire the numerous beautiful 
buildings dating as far back as the ninth century, but to join 
in on the conversation of the centuries, to become part of the 
story,” Howard said. Bart described the experience similarly: 
“You’re free to be serious in Oxford, to be in the pub 
pounding out an issue, and you experience the atmosphere 
of tradition.” She added with a laugh, “After all, we’re sitting 
where the Canterbury Tales happened.” Such experiences, 
however far from Michigan, become part of students’ 
experiences at Hillsdale College, for they allow them to 
participate in many forgotten traditions of the Western 
academic world, traditions that Hillsdale seeks to maintain. 
As Bart described it, “Western Civilization is recreated this 
way.”■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
 
Hillsdale students and faculty pose with Lady 
Margaret thatcher, former prime minister.
ian Faley, ’10, Sarah Howard, ’10, professor emeritus 
Jim Juroe, Brian Keske, ’11, and Alisson Veldhuis, ’09, 
in oxford last summer.
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More Than a 
Number
Kevin Hershock’s 
Big idea
One Is just a number. 600 is just a number. All those 
numbers in between, they’re just numbers—until Kevin 
Hershock prints them on a t-shirt. then that numbered t-shirt 
begins a journey of hope. Hershock is a Hillsdale senior and 
the recent founder of Be a Number, a company that sells 
numbered t-shirts. the number on every purchased shirt 
corresponds to that on another shirt donated to a child in 
need. As of mid-April, the number sold had reached 600, and 
it’s still climbing.
 Hershock’s story is well-known on campus and has even 
reached several cities across the nation through blogs, 
newspapers, and an article on the Associated 
Press newswire. The idea for the company 
was born of a late-night, early-life 
crisis involving a notebook and 
several quarts of coffee. Hershock 
described himself near the end of his 
college career as “really freaking out 
about what I wanted to do with my life. I 
had to think of something before I could go 
to sleep.” As it turned out, he wouldn’t get to 
sleep for a while. Sometime around 2:00 in the 
morning, his thoughts turned into drawings. 
He made a fresh pot of coffee and kept 
sketching, writing, and thinking until he had a shirt design 
and the tangible beginnings of a dream. When the sun came 
up, he called his dad, and then he started e-mailing friends 
and various organizations to find a destination for his shirts. 
Soon after that, Hershock started counting.
 “The idea of numbering something is simple,” Hershock 
admitted, “but the result is complex.” Not only does each 
donated shirt touch the 
recipient, but it affects the 
giver as well. Hershock 
and fellow Hillsdale 
junior Elizabeth Bonner 
experienced this firsthand 
over spring break when 
they delivered the first 
250 donations to a school 
on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South 
Dakota. Pine Ridge, said 
Hershock, has the lowest 
life expectancy in the Western Hemisphere after Haiti. 
“It’s like a third-world country in the middle of the United 
States,” he said. “These people have been overlooked for 
so long.” When Hershock and Bonner arrived, they were 
received like celebrities. As they passed from classroom 
to classroom, distributing shirts, the assistant principal 
followed them and took pictures. Upon request, Hershock 
even gave short lectures to the various groups of students, 
encouraging them in their studies and explaining the 
benefits of an education. Leaving the school, Hershock 
felt the unique satisfaction not only of 
reaching a lofty goal but also of visibly 
helping a community. He had clothed an 
entire elementary school.
 That trip, however, only accounted for 
the first 250 or so of Hershock’s numbers; there 
were and are still hundreds more. Hershock has 
about as many ideas as t-shirts. He has already 
established two more partnerships for this 
summer. He will be traveling to the Dominican 
Republic in July with a group from Willow Creek 
Church in Chicago. He will spend part of the 
time building houses, and the rest of the time handing out the 
t-shirts at a community center. Hershock will also be donating 
shirts to a Michigan foster care agency that will include 
them in a duffel bag given to children who must be suddenly 
removed from their homes.
 the future of Be a Number becomes a little less certain 
Kevin Hershock, ’10, and 
elizabeth Bonner, ’11, model 
the Be A Number t-shirts that he 
created to reach needy children.
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5DennIs COvIngtOn is a brave man. He has 
covered revolutions in El Salvador as a freelance journalist, 
handled snakes at revival churches in Appalachia, and built 
sod houses on the Great Plains. Yet, for all his adventures, 
Covington remains an unassuming man with a soft Southern 
drawl who, incidentally, can write a delicate, graceful sentence. 
this past November, he visited campus for various activities. 
From November 1-3, he gave a public reading and then 
delivered a talk entitled, “the Problem of the Azure-Hooded 
Jay,” in addition to meeting with students and faculty at 
several luncheons, dinners, creative writing workshops, and 
even at the Lambda Iota Tau literature honorary’s Halloween 
Spooky Story Extravaganza, an evening of ghost stories 
around a bonfire held at a student’s home.
 Covington’s most famous book, Salvation on Sand 
Mountain, was nominated for the National Book Award in 
non-fiction in 1995 and was recently re-released in a 15th 
anniversary edition. Professor of English Dr. John Somerville 
read the book when it came out, and says that he thinks 
it should have won. Somerville invited Covington for his 
first visit to Hillsdale in 1998 and can still remember the 
thrill of hearing Covington read from his work. Even more 
fascinating, however, was meeting the man himself. “I’d never 
met him before, but he was just sharing his life with me. We 
quickly became close friends.” 
 Covington made friends quickly with students as well. He 
shared Monday lunch with a table of eight students and regaled 
them with a tale about the 
flop of his first version of 
a play based on his novel 
Lizard. The next afternoon 
he began a creative writing 
workshop by announcing, 
“Writing workshops don’t 
discourage enough young 
writers. If you can stop, do.” 
He paused, laughed, and 
said, “But if you’re a writer, 
then you can’t stop.” He 
was far from discouraging to young writers; students smiled 
at his honest tales of his own trials as a writer. In all of his 
personal interactions, Covington exemplified his own advice 
to students: “Avoid genre—write about ordinary people. When 
looking for material, don’t look for the dramatic. Pick the 
mundane.” In conversation, Covington consistently brought to 
life the ordinary events he narrated. Listening to him was like 
reading one of his warm, humane stories.
 Covington’s work reflects the variety of his experience. 
After completing his M.F.A. at the University of Iowa, he 
worked a smattering of teaching, acting, and writing jobs 
before unexpectedly deciding to go to El Salvador as a war 
correspondent in 1983. “I didn’t know anything about that 
sort of journalism,” he said about his decision. In his final 
lecture, Covington talked about his experiences as a journalist 
during those years, noting the difficulty of reporting the 
truth when he found himself always asking, “What truth do 
you want?” Despite beginning as a rookie, Covington learned 
the newspaper business quickly and soon became a freelance 
writer for the New York Times. One of his assignments for the 
newspaper led to his now-famous encounter with snakes and 
to his award-winning book. Since the publication of Salvation, 
Covington has published Cleaving: The Story of a Marriage 
with his wife Vicky Covington, also an author, and Redneck 
Riviera: Armadillos, Outlaws, and the Demise of an American 
Dream, his story of trying to reclaim the inheritance his father 
left him in Florida. Though most of his recent work has been 
non-fiction, he has also published several works of fiction; 
about his work, he said, “I’m sort of a jack-of-all-trades. I 
write both fiction and non-fiction.” though a Birmingham, 
Alabama, native, Covington has taught creative writing at 
Texas Tech University since 2003. 
 Covington opens Salvation in Sand Mountain with a 
question: “I started to wonder if there was still a South at 
Dennis Covington
Renowned Writer  
Shares experience,
offers advice  
to students
dennis Covington
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Covington consistently brought to 
life the ordinary events he narrated. 
Listening to him was like reading one 
of his warm, humane stories.
6Omicron Delta 
Kappa (ODK)
Leadership 
Honorary
•	 Began nationally in 1914
•	 Celebrated its 60th 
anniversary on campus  
in 2009-2010
•	 Members host faculty 
luncheons, assist Career 
Planning with job fairs 
on campus, and speak 
at Distinct Scholars 
Weekend for the 
Admissions Office
photo above: 2009-2010 
members of omicron delta 
Kappa [back, l to r] Anna 
Leutheuser, Zach Howard, 
taylor gage, Brian painter, 
and Josh trojniak; 
[front, l to r] Brooke Knight, 
Betsy peters, Nancy Swope, 
Megan Heuning, Jessica Miller, 
and Lauren Heilborn
Omicron Delta Kappa 
Leadership Honorary Celebrates 
60 Years on campus
HIllsDale College’s Beta Rho circle of Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK) 
celebrated its 60th anniversary on campus this year. One of two national leadership 
honoraries, ODK began in 1914. Hillsdale established its own circle in 1949. This 
year, ODK members included seniors Brian Painter, Zach Howard, Taylor Gage, Josh 
Trojniak, Lauren Heilborn, Megan Huening, Brooke Knight, Anna Leutheuser, Jessica 
Miller, Betsy Peters, and Nancy Swope. 
 In years past, Hillsdale ODK members have helped to host leadership forums at 
local high schools and have assisted the Career Planning Office with job fairs on 
campus like “Spotlight on Careers.”  This year, the students of ODK assisted the 
Admissions Office with the Distinct Scholars Weekend where both Howard and 
Painter spoke with the visiting high school students about the role of the Hillsdale 
Honor Code and leadership in collegiate life. ODK has also hosted three faculty and 
student lunches this spring. Dr. Tom Conner and Dr. Mark Kalthoff, two of the faculty 
to join the students for lunch, were members of ODK themselves. 
 After 10 years of advising the Beta Rho circle of ODK at Hillsdale College, Dr. Daniel 
Sundahl has ceded his position to English professor Patricia Bart. Bart will work closely 
with the ten rising senior members of ODK who were inducted this April: Vincent 
Alentado, Victoria Bergen, thomas Currey, Elizabeth Essley, Jonathan Gregg, Allison 
Roberts, Marta Scheiwe, Amira Swenson, Derek Top, and Jenni Waller. ■ Betsy Peters, ’10
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7twO years agO, a small group of students met 
with history professor Dr. Richard Gamble in the College’s 
small chapel on Sunday mornings and gathered again for 
a Sunday evening service to hear Pastor Peter Wallace 
from Michiana Covenant Presbyterian Church in Granger, 
Indiana. This past Fall Parents Weekend, however, the 
congregation of Hillsdale Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
(OPC) swelled to fill both conference rooms A and B in the 
Dow Center, a little more than one year after Everett Henes 
was ordained as pastor.  
 Though still small, Hillsdale OPC is growing. With 
expository preaching and liturgical worship, the church 
looks to draw both students and local residents together as 
a “community of Jesus Christ in the reformed tradition.” 
Recognizing the need for theologically reformed churches 
across southern Michigan, the OPC denomination has eagerly 
watched the growth of the church plant in Hillsdale. With her 
closest sister church, Grace Reformed Church in Walkerton, 
Indiana, over two hours away, Hillsdale OPC has found her 
niche in the southwest corner of the Presbytery of Michigan 
and Ontario. 
 With the church’s established theological tradition, close 
community, and convenient location on campus, many 
students have made Hillsdale OPC their home church during 
their college years, which encourages Henes. Last year, an 
average of 50 students attended the morning service with 
another 30 visiting on a semi-regular basis. this year, 70 
students come regularly to the morning service with another 
two dozen students attending the evening service. Because 
the OPC stresses the importance of faithful worship and 
commitment to a local church body, Henes has ensured 
that there are many ways to be involved with the church. In 
addition to Sunday services, Hillsdale OPC hosts a weekly 
Sunday school hour, a Sunday afternoon theological discussion 
group, a membership class, a Thursday evening Bible study, 
and a community Bible 
study. Students play piano 
for worship, help with the 
church nursery, and lead 
Sunday school. In the past, 
they have organized student 
breakfasts before morning 
service and even baked the 
communion bread for a few 
semesters.
 Alongside the growing 
interest in the student body, 
the church continues to 
attract prospective students 
as well. Just last year, more than 25 students and families 
visiting the College met with Pastor Henes. Some wanted to 
hear about the church’s history, and others extended their 
visit to attend church on Sunday and ask for the confessional 
documents of the church. While sometimes surprised, Henes 
is thankful for the thought these students are giving to their 
church fellowship as they consider colleges.
 Henes himself certainly demonstrates this degree of 
intentionality and enthusiasm in his work for his congregation 
in Hillsdale. Often referred to as the “Energizer Bunny of 
the OPC,” outside of the teaching and preaching he does 
throughout the week, Henes has made it a habit to meet with 
students on campus in AJ’s Café on Tuesday mornings, and 
he and his wife host students each week for Sunday lunch. 
Father of children ages 10, 9, 7, 5, and 3, Henes also plays a 
large role in homeschooling his own five, teaching Greek, 
German, logic, philosophy, and theology. While eager to take 
on many projects, Henes has set many long-term goals. Now 
settled in Hillsdale, he looks forward to shepherding Hillsdale 
OPC as it continues to grow into an established congregation. 
■ Betsy Peters, ’10
The Day of Small 
Beginnings
Hillsdale orthodox
presBYterian cHurcH
Hillsdale Spanish professors 
Kevin teegarden and olga 
Muñiz and their daughter 
Ariana worship at Hillsdale 
orthodox presbyterian Church.
pastor everett Henes (right) of Hillsdale orthodox presbyterian 
Church converses with students in SAgA.
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If Only one word (besides outstanding) could be said 
about this year’s Outstanding Senior Man and Woman, it 
would have to be “community.” Betsy Peters and Zach Howard 
have focused their years at Hillsdale on fostering relationships 
within communities—a community of faith, a community 
of friends, a community of learning—and with each other. 
They hold the distinction of perhaps being the first and only 
Outstanding Seniors “couple.” The two became engaged in the 
spring and will marry in November.
 Peters, an English, Spanish and religion triple major from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, sought a college with rigorous academics 
and a Christian community. She was drawn to Hillsdale’s 
independence from government intervention, and after 
visiting her cousin, Amy Stollberg, ’07, on campus, she 
believed Hillsdale would be 
a place where she would fit 
in well and be able to grow. 
 The extent to which 
Peters has invested in 
academic and co-curricular 
activities is rarely 
matched. She was director 
of Hillsdale Academic 
Support Services, a 
Student Ambassador for 
Admissions, president of 
Theta Alpha Kappa religion honorary, president of Sigma 
Delta Pi Spanish honorary, senior class secretary, and a 
member of Hillsdale Christian Fellowship’s Vision team, 
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, and the Honors Program. 
Additionally, Peters worked as a research assistant for 
the History Department and a writer for the College’s 
External Affairs Department, was twice a finalist in the 
Edward Everett Oratory Competition, and was one of the 
first students to participate in the Liberal Arts Teaching 
Apprenticeship at Hillsdale Academy. For her scholarship, 
leadership, and service, Peters was honored this year as a 
member of the President’s Ball Court and as a member of 
both the Lamplighters senior women’s honorary and Omicron 
Delta Kappa national leadership honorary. She graduated as 
valedictorian of her class.
 While she has certainly contributed much in terms of 
academic and co-curricular service, Peters also cherishes the 
relationships she has built with both professors and students. 
“There is truly a partnership between faculty and students 
here,” she said. “We share and gain so much from each other.” 
She recalled a class with Dr. Brad Birzer in which he took his 
students outside to the Civil War Statue. “He told us that we 
share our college with those who gave their lives,” she said. 
“Their sacrifices unite all of us.”  
 Time spent with friends has been similarly invaluable to 
Peters. “I took eight students home with me to Cincinnati last 
fall break,” Peters continued. “It was so much fun and a glimpse 
of what life after college might look like.” Peters has also become 
known for baking bread on Sundays and giving loaves to 
Heart of the 
Community
outstanding Seniors invest 
in tHe lives of  
fellow students
outstanding Seniors Betsy peters 
and  Zach Howard
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Betsy Peters, ’10 
•	 Cincinnati, Ohio
•	 English, Spanish, and Religion majors
•	 Class of 2010 Valedictorian
•	 Honors Program
•	 Will teach at Mars Hill Academy in Cincinnati
Zach Howard, ’10 
•	 Berkeley, California
•	 History major
•	 Honors Program
•	 Hillsdale Christian Fellowship Vision Team
•	 Will teach at Mars Hill Academy in Cincinnati
9Helen Lasseter
•	 Visiting Assistant 
Professor of English
•	 B.A., University of Dallas, 
1996
•	 M.A., University of 
Dallas, 1998
•	 Ph.D., Baylor University, 
2006
•	 Taught for two years at 
Hillsdale Academy prior 
to joining the English 
Department
Helen lasseter, a visiting professor of English, joined the Hillsdale 
faculty in 2008. While she has pursued many interdisciplinary studies throughout her 
life, she has found a home in the English Department. 
 Completing her undergraduate work at the University of Dallas in political 
philosophy, Lasseter stayed at UD to complete her master’s degree in American 
Studies. She then chose to pursue a Ph.D. in English at Baylor University. Lasseter 
characterizes these diverse academic interests as “learning to live well” and 
understand the human condition. Piecing together these interests, she would love to 
design a course that explores the 20th century answers to the “problem of modernity,” 
with a special emphasis on the Christian response to the manifestos of the 19th 
century. “We would read both American and English authors: C.S. Lewis, t.S. Eliot, 
Walker Percy, and Flannery O’Conner,” she explained. For Lasseter, the challenge 
would be to pare down the reading list to a manageable level. 
 Lasseter grew up in a home filled with books. Her father, an English professor himself, 
would read aloud all the time. Lasseter remembers reading Tolkien as a family every 
summer. She attributes her love of Tolkien, whom she studied at Baylor, to these early days. 
 this fall, Lasseter will teach an upper level English course on tolkien for the second 
time. The first time she taught the class, the small seminar style allowed her to host class 
at her home. “It was a perfect setting,” she smiled. She is looking forward to teaching the 
class again. She will also teach her first honors seminar, one on the Harlem Renaissance, 
this coming fall.  For the present, she has kept herself busy teaching Freshman Rhetoric 
and Great Books, and Restoration and Romantic British Literature.  
 The transition to teaching at Hillsdale College came naturally for Lasseter, who first 
moved to Hillsdale to teach at the Academy in 2006. After teaching English and Latin 
to the high school students, Lasseter noted that she misses getting to know students 
as closely as she did at the Academy, but she does enjoy seeing her former Academy 
students at the College. 
 While she loved to shape the writing habits of younger students, she now enjoys 
the opportunity to teach young adults to think critically. “I find it so rewarding to 
watch a student soar from a low D to a solid B through diligence and hard work,” she 
remarked. “It is hard work. When we ask students to write an essay about a work of 
literature, we are asking them not only to read and understand the text, but also to 
interpret it and tease out something from it. Students here are gaining a valuable life-
skill.” Lasseter is honored to share in that effort. ■ Betsy Peters, ’10
fresHman facultY
“Learning to Live Well”
Helen Lasseter Shapes the Writing 
and tHinking skills of students
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Hilltop 
Highland 
Dancers
•	 Hannah Mahan, ’07, 
began the Hilltop 
Highland Dancers when 
she first came to Hillsdale 
in 2003.
•	 In 2008, Alison 
Plemmons, a Detroit-
area Highland dance 
instructor, began to 
teach the troupe. 
They now meet weekly 
on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.
•	 The Dancers perform 
with the Tulloch Ard 
Scottish Pipes and Drum 
Corps for their annual 
spring concert.
Hilltop Highland Dancers
Scottish Folk dances 
come to micHigan
HannaH Mahan, ’07, entered Hillsdale College eager to share her delight 
in Scottish Highland Dancing, and she was thrilled to find many others who were 
willing to learn. She soon organized the Hilltop Highland Dancers. Because of her 
busy schedule, Mahan first began to teach at odd hours. According to senior Monica 
Way, Mahan often met her first student, Kelly Frost Williams, ’06, at 6:00 a.m. in the 
Sports Complex. 
 Since then, the Hillsdale Hilltop Highland Dancers have swelled to well over a 
dozen members. Mahan acted as student teacher of the group until her graduation and 
then stayed on for another semester to continue teaching. 
ON tHE 
H i l l
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 Monica Way, the current president of the dancing troupe, 
said that Mahan first attracted her to the upstart program. 
“Megan Hanney and I met Hannah at the Source. Though 
I had only done ballet before this, I couldn’t say no.” Way 
described the friendship she developed with Mahan while 
dancing with her: “She was a kind and dedicated friend and 
teacher.”  
 In 2008, Alison Plemmons, a Highland dance instructor 
from the Detroit area, began to teach the troupe. The dancers 
now meet with Plemmons weekly on Wednesdays and hold an 
additional practice on Saturdays. 
 Because of the many skill levels in the club and the 
difference between the Dance Club and the physical education 
class, “it can become a bit confusing,” confessed dancer 
Gretchen Spencer. “Anyone who dances can be in the club. 
Only those who have officially enrolled in the class receive 
credit. But we all practice and perform together.” 
 For their performances, the Hilltop Highland Dancers 
rejoined the Tulloch Ard Scottish Pipes and Drum Corps for 
their annual Spring Concert, April 23-24 in Markel Auditorium. 
Although pipe major Iain Macey was unable to direct this year 
due to illness, Tulloch Ard member Robert Droppleman, former 
pipe major of Ann Arbor Pipes and Drums, stepped in. The 
performers also welcomed 2009 Hillsdale alumnae Erin and 
Erika Annis back both to pipe and dance. 
 Way noted that the dancers this year mainly performed two 
types of dances—highland and national. She described the 
highland dances as having a more masculine tradition. In the 
Sword Dance, warriors would leap over their swords before 
heading into battle. If they completed the dance without 
touching their swords, they expected to march into victory. 
Similarly, some describe the Fling as a mile-long sprint. the 
national dances are often more fluid. For these, the girls wear 
white dresses instead of the kilt tartan.
 Not only is the dancing physically demanding, but 
preparation for the concert also consumed most of a week as 
the dancers and pipers coordinated their acts. “It might have 
been a reaction to the stress, but that week was really fun,” 
remarked Jessica McCaleb, a dancer who also piped with 
Tulloch Ard and played two solo fiddle medleys during the 
concert. She performed in all of the concert’s acts except for 
two. Some, like McCaleb, simply cannot get enough of the 
Highlands here at Hillsdale. ■ Betsy Peters, ’10 
Jessica McCaleb and Maggie danaher perform a 
Scottish national dance at the spring concert.
all,” not the South as a region, but “a South that resided in 
the blood, a region of the heart.” He recorded the lives of 
these seemingly crazy snake handlers, he wrote, because 
they were trying to battle the “hostile and spiritually-dead 
culture” that they encountered when they moved from the 
mountains to the foothills. “When their own resources failed, 
they called down the Holy Ghost,” Covington said. “They 
put their hands through fire. They drank poison. They took 
up serpents.” Covington’s portrayal of these Southerners 
makes their oddities more human, capturing their deep love 
of traditional spirituality and their hunger for meaning. At 
Hillsdale College, where students, administration, and faculty 
continually seek to preserve tradition, Covington’s attempt to 
capture the last throes of a traditional American culture forms 
an important part of the campus discussion, and his own 
warm friendship with students and faculty has encouraged 
them to capture the stories of their own work-a-day world. 
■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
Covington CoNtiNued FRoM pAge 5
after July, but it will be bright regardless. Hershock plans to 
update his Web site (beanumber.org) to allow benefactors 
to track the path of their corresponding shirts. Not only will 
it map the location of a gift, it will also provide information 
about the community and even allow supporters to purchase 
locally crafted art. Hershock wants “to give people a way to 
personalize an impoverished area.” And the project will not 
end there. Hershock plans to continue to expand Be a Number 
after he graduates next December, and his goals are anything 
but modest. “I have this problem where I dream really big. 
the first night I thought of [Be a Number] I decided I wanted 
to sell a million shirts. I won’t be happy until I sell a mil-
lion shirts.” That’s a large number, but it’s safe to say that if 
Hershock reaches it, it won’t be simply a number anymore.  ■ 
Philip Zoutendam, ’10
Just a number CoNtiNued FRoM pAge 4
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Colleen Armey
COlleen Armey has been a familiar face at the Mossey 
Library, one that will be missed very much. She has been 
on staff with the College for 17 years. She first began in 
the Bookstore, but quickly moved to the library, which she 
considers the best place on campus to work. 
 Originally from Toledo, Armey ran a children’s clothing 
store before coming to Hillsdale. Most recently, she has 
worked as Head Librarian Dan Knoch’s administrative 
assistant in charge of ordering new books. 
 Armey has watched the 
library change quite a bit 
through the years. “The 
computer lab is always busy, 
even with the new student 
union,” she remarked. “In 
the past few years we have 
had to extend our hours.” 
She is pleased to see the 
library serving the needs of 
so many students. 
 Working in the Mossey 
Library has changed some of Armey’s own hobbies. “I do 
love to read. I keep a list of what I have read so I don’t repeat. 
This library provides great access to so many books, and 
I get to be on the front line of what is new.” In retirement, 
Armey plans to spend more time with her family, volunteer 
in the community, and referee middle and high school 
volleyball games. 
Carol Kratzer
BeHInD her desk on 
the first floor of Lane Hall, 
Carol Kratzer smiles—a 
smile as soft as her red 
embroidered sweater. A 
Hillsdale native, Kratzer 
first joined the College staff 
in 1978. She worked in the 
Admissions Office, the 
Bookstore, and the Dow Leadership Center for the better 
part of a decade. Kratzer spent one year in External Affairs 
as well. For the past 20 years, however, she has served as a 
secretary among the College faculty. 
 Her most recent position has given her some of her 
favorite work. She has worked most closely with the 
economics, business administration and teacher education 
faculty in Lane Hall. “I love the faculty. I love the faculty,” 
she repeated emphatically. When she worked with 
Admissions, she saw the faculty only rarely. Now she has 
enjoyed the privilege of working with them every day: 
“They have become my friends.”
 She has also enjoyed the constant challenge of secretarial 
work. “It’s a variety of projects,” she remarked. “It keeps you 
busy. You never know. One day it is a copy machine jam; the 
next, you are unplugging toilets.” Once Kratzer received a 
letter from a foreign student requesting information about the 
College. She considers her work in deciphering the letter the 
most interesting assignment of her Hillsdale career. 
 Now that she has retired from her duties at Hillsdale, 
Krazter expects to stay in town and spend her time with 
her grandchildren, two of which live in Hillsdale. As she 
has enjoyed the last 32 years at Hillsdale College, she looks 
forward to the adventures to come. 
Frankie Coffman
frankIe Coffman has spent the past 16 years working for 
the Dow Leadership Center under Executive Director Dr. Jack 
Oxenrider. Oxenrider and his executive assistant and business 
Fond Farewells to 
Retiring Staff
Armey, Kratzer, and Coffman 
give comBined  
65 Years of service Carol Kratzer— 
32 years of service
Colleen Armey— 
17 years of service
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analyst, Teresa Heckenlively, certainly feel the void she has 
left in the office since March.  Now that she has finished her 
work at Hillsdale, Coffman intends to do some independent 
consulting as well as enjoy her time as a full-time grandmother. 
 During her years at the College, Coffman played a key 
marketing role in the Leadership Center’s display ads and 
promotional writing, and she also assisted with the Center’s 
Executive Education business seminars. Oxenrider noted 
the challenge of Coffman’s position, since 99 percent of the 
Center’s clientele is located over 100 miles away.  
 Coffman also worked with Oxenrider to transition many 
of the Center’s resources 
to web-based marketing. 
“Together we were the face 
of executive education,” 
noted Oxenrider. Beyond 
her business skills, 
Oxenrider added, “Frankie is 
exceptional with people. She 
has the rare ability to engage 
others.” ■ Betsy Peters, ’10Frankie Coffman— 
16 years of service
friends. “Baking helps me to relax, and giving a loaf to a friend 
is such a simple act of encouragement and love,” she said.
 Next year, Peters will be teaching at Mars Hill Academy in 
Cincinnati, a classical Christian school and her high school 
alma mater. While she has not ruled out studying Biblical 
literature in graduate school at some point, she hopes to 
invest in the lives of young students much as her Hillsdale 
professors have done in her. “Hillsdale’s professors are so 
gifted; that they choose to live here and commit their lives 
to students is incredible,” she said. “Changing and shaping 
minds is a worthy endeavor.”  
 History major and Berkeley, California, resident Zach 
Howard looked for the same qualities in a college as did Peters. 
He was familiar with the College from Imprimis and from 
his father, a Michigan native who was originally recruited 
to attend Hillsdale, but he experienced the school firsthand 
through the High School Summer Study-Abroad Program on 
Winston Churchill offered by the Admissions Office. “I was 
so impressed with the professors and the fact that Hillsdale 
stands on principle,” he recalled. “I also like how Christianity 
is encouraged at Hillsdale without being institutionalized; you 
can live out your faith in your own way.” Howard matriculated 
at Hillsdale the same year as his older sister, Sarah, and has 
enjoyed sharing his college experience with her.
 Howard recalled that he “tried to do everything” his 
freshman year. While he has refined his pursuits since then, 
his activities still span a broad array of interests. He is a 
member of Mu Alpha men’s music honorary and served as 
president for two years, is on the Vision team of Hillsdale 
Christian Fellowship, leads a Bible study, and is a member of 
the Honors Program. He started a water polo club, and while 
the club lasted for only two years, his reputation for playing 
intense sports has remained. In fact, Howard has become 
infamous among the student body for his sports-related 
injuries, although in reality, “I’ve only broken my arm twice,” 
he said with a smile. Additionally, Howard has worked as a 
resident assistant in Simpson Residence for three years.
 “I’ve lived in Simpson all four years and loved it,” he said. 
“I enjoy being part of a close community and having the 
opportunity to mentor underclassmen, whether that be 
giving advice on what classes to take or talking about deeper 
life and faith issues.”
 Like Peters, Howard will also be teaching at Mars Hill in 
Cincinnati upon graduation. Several years down the road, 
he plans to attend graduate school in history or education, or 
perhaps attend seminary and become a pastor. He believes 
that his Hillsdale education has prepared him well for those 
vocations, but more importantly, it has prepared him for life.
 “A liberal arts education is one of the best ways to become 
more fully human and relate to others,” he said. “Here at 
Hillsdale, I’ve seen the significance of investing in people’s 
lives. I’ve learned how to think critically, write intelligibly, 
and speak eloquently—fundamental skills that help one to 
live well.” ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
outstanding seniors CoNtiNued FRoM pAge 8
outstanding Seniors Zach Howard and Betsy peters, 
along with Zach’s sister Sarah (left), pal around in 
the Central Hall clocktower.
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HIllsDale COllege mourns the loss of its 
Chairman Emeritus, Donald Mossey.  Don was a friend, 
student, and governor of the College from his first appearance 
on the campus over 60 years ago until his passing on May 22, 
2010, in Rochester, Minnesota. He was 84 years old.
 Don was born and raised in Elkhart, Indiana, where he 
attended Elkhart High School. He matriculated to Hillsdale 
College in January of 1947 after completing service in the 
United States Navy during WWII. He served aboard the USS 
Rowan DD782, a destroyer deployed in the Pacific theater. 
 At Hillsdale, Don was a leader on the football team, in the 
Omicron Delta Kappa national leadership society, and as 
president of the Delta Sigma Phi fraternity.  He swept floors and 
washed dishes in the old dining hall to get enough money to 
study.  He was a running guard on the football team, dashing 
and strong on the field as on the campus.  He met and courted 
the lovely cheerleader Jane Hill, whom he would marry in August 
1953, and who would be his cherished wife for the next 56 years. 
 A proud and loyal son of Elkhart, he returned there upon 
his graduation from Hillsdale College in 1951 to work as 
a commissioned salesman at Elkhart Richardson Homes, 
the first step in a remarkable career as an entrepreneur and 
civic leader. In 1957, he co-founded Homette Corporation, 
a manufacturer of mobile homes and RVs. Upon Homette’s 
merger with Skyline Corporation (a New York Stock Exchange 
company), he was named executive vice president of Skyline 
and appointed to its board of directors. In 1965 he became 
president and chairman of Ventline, Inc., a manufacturer of 
metal products, a company he sold to Fortune 500 company 
Philips Industries, the board of which Don joined. Over the 
next 40 years, he served as chairman of numerous companies, 
including Custom Wood Products of Roanoke, Virginia, and 
Leland Engineering of White Pigeon, Michigan. 
 Don was a lifelong member of the Brethren Church and a 
founding member of the Winding Waters Brethren Church.  
He served on the board of Brethren-affiliated Ashland 
University, and its Seminary Committee, for 40 years.  
 Don helped establish Elkhart as a wellspring of 
entrepreneurial activity.  He provided counsel, encouragement, 
and backing to countless executives and community leaders. An 
astute judge of character, he made his friends carefully and kept 
them long.  For him, Elkhart was a barometer for the nation.  
With uncanny accuracy, he predicted national recessions and 
recoveries, and he judged the national mood, by the friends with 
whom he worked in his hometown.  
 These characteristics were evident in his efforts on behalf 
of Hillsdale College, where he had served as a member of 
the Board of trustees from 1966 until his passing. In 1975, 
he became chairman, a position in which he served for the 
next 28 years, the longest chairmanship in Hillsdale history. 
Remembering 
Donald Mossey
Chairman emeritus and
loYal alumnus leaves 
legacY of service
don Mossey and his wife Jane
donald Mossey in 1951
CoNtiNued oN pAge 38
Mossey was inducted 
into Hillsdale’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2002.
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On May 8, friends and family joined the 339 Hillsdale College graduates in the 
gymnasium of the George Roche Sports Complex for the College’s 158th commencement 
exercises, which were held indoors due to the unseasonably cold wind and rain. The Class of 
1960 also gathered to celebrate their 50th reunion, processing in next to the young graduates 
as the ceremony began. 
 Dr. Larry Arnn said his farewell to a class that he called “warrior poets” for their love of 
learning, discussion, and the liberal arts. “This class really understands what the liberal 
arts mean,” Dr. Arnn said. He recounted stories of having lunch with the graduates; they 
pounded the table with excitement as they hammered out important ideas with their 
professors and one another. Dr. Arnn described their understanding of truth, goodness, 
beauty, and other virtues, and ended by saying, “It’s been a privilege to know you all.”
16
 While Dr. Arnn reminisced fondly about time spent 
with the Class of 2010, Commencement Speaker Edwin 
Meese III called them to action in a country that he said 
has strayed far from its roots. Meese, the former U.S. 
Attorney General under Ronald Reagan, spoke about 
the Constitution, a subject that he knew was intimately 
familiar to Hillsdale graduates, all of whom must take a 
course in the U.S. Constitution. “Our Constitution is in 
grave danger. People have forgotten what is says,” he said, 
and he urged the graduates, as they go out into the world, 
to work to preserve America’s heritage. 
 Joining the Hillsdale graduates were two recipients of 
honorary degrees. The first, Allan P. Kirby, Jr., 
graduated from Lafayette College in 1953 and 
served as the president of Liberty Square, Inc., 
in New Jersey. He received a doctorate of public 
service for his philanthropic efforts throughout 
his life and particularly his role in the establishment 
of Hillsdale’s Center for Constitutional Studies and 
Citizenship, which bears his name. Dr. Arnn also 
bestowed a doctorate of public service on Gail Stebbins 
Johns, a businesswoman and long-time supporter of 
Hillsdale. Her contributions to the College include 
sponsoring a classroom in Lane Hall, giving to the Kirby 
Center in Washington, D.C., and donating a collage of 
Apollo astronauts to the Mossey Library. 
 Before the baccalaureate degrees were conferred, 
Class President Abigail Ashmore came to the podium 
and proved herself both “cheeky,” as she said Dr. Arnn 
once called her, and a woman of wisdom and grace. 
She praised the graduates for their commitment 
to serving the local community and thanked 
Commencement speaker 
edwin Meese iii
Bill Brodbeck,Allan p. Kirby, Jr., edwin Meese iii, 
dr. Arnn, and gail Stebbins Johns 
Class of 1960
17
Hillsdale’s faculty for the privilege of studying with them. She read 
from Whittaker Chamber’s “Letter to My Children,” a selection that all 
Hillsdale freshmen read in their American Heritage readers, in which 
Chamber leads his children away from a dark forest. “Thank you, 
Hillsdale faculty and administration,” she said, “for leading us by the 
hand to Golgotha, to the foot of the cross, to the place where all truth is 
found.” As each graduate walked across the stage and shook the hands 
of their faculty one last time, they prepared to go out and teach the truth 
they learned at Hillsdale to the world.  ■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
graduates of the class of 1960 look through 
photo albums in the Heritage Room
Mr. and Mrs Moller with dr. Arnn, and artist Anthony Frudakis at 
the dedication ceremony of the Moller Ampitheater
top Seniors of 2010 —Mary Springer, Josh trojniak, Betsy 
peters, and gretchen Spencer [whose not pictured?]
Senior Kate Martin 
delivers an address at the 
president’s Club Breakfast.
Senior Class president 
Abigail Ashmore gives 
her remarks at the 
Commencement exercises.
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Stephanie Heid, ’03, 
finished her career as the 
Chargers’ all-time leader 
in assists (634) and steals 
(464) and is second in 
career points with 1,963. 
She ranks in the career top 
ten in four other significant 
categories. She was named 
GLIAC Freshman of the 
Year in 1999-2000, and she 
later led Hillsdale to the 
GLIAC Tournament title 
in 2002. She earned All-
American status for the 
2002-03 season and helped 
take the Chargers to their 
first two appearances in the 
NCAA Division II Regional 
Tournament. She continued 
this success as a senior, 
leading the GLIAC in points 
(20.7) and steals (4.6) per 
game in 2003. 
 Dr. Michael Gatt, ’86, is 
now the chairman of the 
OB/GYN department at St. 
Mary Hospital in Livonia, 
Michigan, but during his 
years at Hillsdale, Gatt 
was the quarterback on 
Hillsdale’s 1985 NAIA 
national championship 
team. A three-year starter, 
he held the program’s 
single-season records for 
completions, attempts and 
passing yards for more 
than 20 years. Gatt was a 
two-time Academic All-
American selection and 
an NAIA All-American in 
1985. During his senior year, 
Gatt served as the president 
of his class and was voted 
Senior Man of the Year. 
He followed his years at 
Honoring the Best
three Chargers inducted
into atHletic 
Hall of fame
tHIs aPrIl, the Hillsdale College Athletic Hall of 
Fame honored three distinguished individuals. One is a 
recent alumna, the other a graduate from two decades ago, 
and a third the announcer who called out their names for 
numerous games, but all are united as Hillsdale Chargers.
 The first Hillsdale College women’s basketball player to 
earn NCAA Division II First-team All-American honors, 
CHARGER 
s p o r t s
dr. Arnn congratulates Stephanie Heid on her induction.
CoNtiNued oN pAge 19
2010 Hall of Fame ceremonies
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Hillsdale by earning his 
M.D. from Michigan State 
University in 1990.
 Accompanying these two 
athletes into the Hall of 
Fame was one of the most 
beloved figures around 
Hillsdale College athletics. 
Jim Eckhardt has worked 
as the color commentator 
on nearly 1,000 Charger 
radio broadcasts for 
football and basketball, 
his lively and energetic 
voice nearly synonymous 
with Charger Athletics for 
more than three decades. 
He has served on coaching 
search committees, been 
a driving force of the 
Charger Club, and has been 
an active fundraiser for the 
department. His service 
has been recognized 
by numerous Athletic 
Department awards, 
including the Charger 
Award on two occasions. 
With a sharp wit, good-
natured humor and love of 
Hillsdale College sports, 
Eckhardt has been an 
unforgettable personality for 
both athletes and spectators. 
 With their inductions into 
the Hall of Fame, neither 
Heid, Gatt, nor Eckhardt 
will be quickly forgotten.  
■ Brad Monastiere
Jim eckhardt has served 
as commentator for 
almost 1,000 Charger 
radio broadcasts.
dr. Michael gatt was the 
quarterback on Hillsdale’s 
1985 NAiA championship 
football team.
Men’s 
Basketball
For the first time in 15 
years, the men’s basketball 
team played in the GLIAC 
Tournament championship. 
From a 1-10 record early in 
the season, the Hillsdale 
men began an amazing 
turnaround that propelled 
them into tournament 
play. Hillsdale handed a 
defeat to Grand Valley 
State University in the 
semifinals—only the 
third defeat in 16 years 
that Hillsdale has given to 
Grand Valley—to advance 
to the championship game 
against the defending 
national champion, the 
University of Findlay. For 
the first half of that game, it 
seemed as if Hillsdale had 
the championship in the 
bag with a 37-28 lead. But 
Findlay rallied in the second 
half to win 79-66.
track and Field
Track and field has always 
been a powerhouse sport 
at Hillsdale, and this year, 
senior Jason Stomps proved 
that he is a powerhouse 
among weight throwers. 
With a throw of 21.55 meters 
in the 35-pound weight 
throw, Stomps became 
Hillsdale’s first national 
champion in track and field 
since the College joined the 
NCAA and the first national 
champion in the weight 
throw at Hillsdale. Stomps 
and his teammate Aaron Falk 
had been consistently ranked 
among the top throwers 
in the nation all season. 
Falk earned a fourth-place 
finish with a throw of 20.75 
meters, which gave him All-
American honors. 
Sensational Spring
Sports teams turn  
in Season of Honors, 
national cHampionsHip
BuIlDIng On the momentum of the successful fall 
sports season, the winter and spring sports teams provided 
another outstanding semester of Charger athletics. Hillsdale 
athletes proved once again that they can compete at the top 
of the GLIAC and NCAA Division II. Some highlights of the 
spring semester in sports follow.
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Jason Stomps won the national title in the weight throw 
and become the College’s first NCAA track 
and field national champion.
Hall of fame CoNtiNued  
FRoM pAge 18
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the women’s 4x400-meter relay team of Marta Scheiwe, Kayla Caldwell, erin 
Benjamin, and Jazmin Williams won seventh place at the national meet.
Fantastic Spring
•	 Eight All-American honors 
at NCAA-II Indoor Track 
and Field National Meet
•	 Jason Stomps captures 
national title in 
weight throw
•	 Jared Veldheer drafted 
by Oakland Raiders
•	 Men’s basketball competed 
in GLIAC Championship 
for fi rst time in 15 years
•	 Jessica Guertin sets 
numerous softball 
records, including 
21 career home runs
 The Lady Chargers 
racked up six additional 
All-American honors at 
the national meet. In the 
women’s 20-pound weight 
throw, sophomore Kathy 
Dirksen placed fourth with 
her throw of 18.41 meters. 
Freshman Kayla Caldwell 
had a strong showing at her 
first national meet, placing 
eighth in the pole vault at 
3.71 meters. The women’s 
4x400 meter relay team of 
Caldwell, Jazmin Williams, 
’10, Marta Scheiwe, ’11, and 
Erin Benjamin, ’13, finished 
seventh with a time of 
3.51, for a total of eight All-
American honors.
 “For Hillsdale College, 
this is a great day—as a 
matter of fact, it is now 
one of the greatest days 
in our Charger Athletics 
NCAA history,” said track 
and Field Head Coach Bill 
Lundberg. “Jason Stomps is 
now ‘Big-time’ in the record 
books with his national title 
and the ‘Top 3’ 35# Weight 
throw ever in an NCAA D-II 
Indoor National Meet.”
Football draft
For the first time in 30 
years, a Hillsdale College 
football player’s name was 
called during the NFL 
Draft. Offensive lineman 
Jared Veldheer, ’10, was 
selected by the Oakland 
Raiders in the third round 
of the 2010 NFL Draft. 
 “Jared is a fine young 
man, and we are proud 
to have him representing 
Hillsdale in the NFL,” said 
Hillsdale College President 
Dr. Larry Arnn.
 The last Charger drafted 
by the NFL was Nate 
Johnson in 1980. Veldheer 
was the highest draft pick to 
come out of Hillsdale since 
placekicker Chester Marcol 
was picked in the second 
round by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1972. 
 Three other Charger 
seniors will have a chance to 
make the NFL roster. Wide 
receiver A.J. Kegg signed 
as a free agent with the 
Cleveland Browns, defensive 
lineman Drew Berube 
signed with the Green Bay 
Packers, and kicker Mark 
Petro signed with the New 
York Jets.
Softball
Generating six home runs 
and 19 runs batted in 
qualifies as a pretty good 
season for many college 
offensive lineman Jared 
Veldheer was drafted by the 
oakland Raiders.
Basketball coach John tharp 
discusses strategy 
with the team.
Jessica guertin set single-
season records for home 
runs and runs batted in.
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Roni Jo Roth at the 2009 World Championships.
 The horseback riding 
season spans from May to 
November, so Roth has just 
begun several whirlwind 
months in which she travels 
nearly every weekend. She 
keeps her hors e — named 
Cherokee—in Grand Rapids 
where she visits once a week 
for lessons with a professional 
trainer. She loves to ride 
because, she says, “I’m able 
to predict what he’s going 
to do—I’m in control, but 
not totally.” Roth’s horse is 
a Pinto, a breed she enjoys 
showing because of their 
unique skills. “They are 
judged on their color, which is 
unusual,” she said. “They can 
also do all kinds of tricks—
you can even train them to do 
things wrong on purpose!”
 Roth, a Hillsdale native, 
said that having such a good 
college in town has allowed 
her to continue riding while 
attending college. “I can keep 
my horse, which I couldn’t 
do if I went far away,” she 
said. With her hectic show 
schedule, she can come 
home on Sunday evenings 
and then head to class in the 
mornings. She doesn’t mind 
the traveling, though. “You 
adopt as a family the people 
that you show with,” she said. 
“I love them so much, and 
I get to meet such amazing 
people at shows.” 
 Roth manages to stay 
involved on campus as 
well. A biology major and 
psychology minor, she hopes 
to attend graduate school to 
become a veterinarian—“so 
that I can afford to keep 
showing,” she added with a 
laugh. Originally she only 
intended to study biology, 
but she said, “I really liked 
my psychology classes, so 
I took more just for fun.” 
When Roth, who is on the 
Dean’s list, isn’t studying 
hard, she works at Northside 
Veterinary Hospital, a job 
she’s had since high school. 
“I do everything there,” she 
said. “I assist them in all the 
various jobs—it’s great for 
learning.” A member of the 
Chi Omega sorority, Roth 
lives in the sorority’s house, 
which she said has been 
wonderful for bonding with 
her fellow students. 
 Recently, Roth has been 
trying to revive the campus 
Equestrian Club. “I know 
there are other girls who 
either have horses or who like 
to ride,” she explained. In the 
meantime, she is preparing 
for another exciting season, 
including a trip back 
to Tulsa, Oklahoma, to 
compete in the USA Zone 
Invitational this summer. 
Roth, however, remains 
motivated first and foremost 
by her love of the sport. “I 
never want to stop,” she said.  
■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
Riding High
Roni Jo Roth Wins 
national and world 
equestrian titles
rOnI jO rOtH, ’12, remembers the first time she 
heard about a horse. “I had a friend in Kindergarten who owned 
a horse, and ever since then I’ve always wanted to ride,” she 
said. Roth has done more than simply daydream about riding, 
however. Last summer, she was named a World Champion in 
English Riding at the World Show in tulsa, Oklahoma, and was 
ranked #1 in the United States by the Pinto Horse Association 
of America (PtHA) for her skills as an equestrian.
softball players. Hillsdale 
College sophomore Jessica 
Guertin did all that and 
more in just one week.
 Guertin was named the 
GLIAC Softball Player of the 
Week on May 3. Thanks in 
part to her incredible week 
at the plate, Guertin wrote 
her name into the softball 
program’s record book and 
recently was named an All-
American.
 In six games over the 
course of a week, Guertin 
blasted six home runs, drove 
in 19 runs, batted .772 and 
led the team to a 4-2 record. 
In one game at Tiffin, 
Guertin hit three home runs.
 She now has 15 home 
runs and 49 runs batted in 
for the season, both single-
season school records. She 
leads the GLIAC in batting 
average (.436), on-base 
percentage (.519) and 
slugging percentage (.880), 
as well as ranking second in 
runs batted in. Her 21 career 
home runs shattered the old 
record of 18, set by current 
coach Jamie Meyers in 2007. 
■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95 
and ■ Brad Monastiere
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businesses; student groups 
organize meetings and 
presentations—and now, 
there are official sports 
clubs, too. A new program, 
founded just this year, allows 
students to create teams that 
will represent Hillsdale at a 
competitive level. Each club, 
when approved, receives 
an official sanction from 
the College, but students 
themselves are responsible 
for the club’s organization, 
administration, and 
fundraising.
 According to Tim Wells, 
assistant women’s basketball 
coach and newly appointed 
director of Club Sports, the 
program is designed to meet 
a longstanding student need. 
“Students have expressed 
interest in the past,” he 
said, “but there hasn’t been 
an infrastructure for the 
creation of appropriate 
avenues.” Student interest 
was indeed evident this 
year, as students founded 
four clubs—rugby, soccer, 
cheerleading, and shooting 
sports—since the fall 
semester began. 
 To form a club, a group 
of students must complete 
an application that requires 
more than a few ideas and 
signatures. It must include 
a list of officers and a draft 
of the club’s prospective 
constitution and by-laws. It’s 
a serious process—perhaps 
more involved than some 
might initially expect—for 
several reasons. First, the goal 
of the application process, 
according to Wells, “is to 
create infrastructure so that 
the club will continue over 
the years.” Many similar 
clubs have been founded in 
the past, only to flounder 
for a few semesters and 
then disappear. The new 
process ensures that the 
new clubs aren’t “a flash 
in the pan.” Second, and 
perhaps more important, 
the club must prove to Wells 
and other supervisors that 
it understands the gravity 
of carrying the Hillsdale 
name onto the field. “This 
isn’t something to be taken 
lightly. It’s an honor; it’s a 
privilege,” said Wells. The 
College has to ensure that its 
representatives will “accept 
that responsibility with due 
diligence.”
 Despite the initial close 
oversight, sports clubs remain 
almost entirely independent 
and autonomous after 
their founding. Once an 
application is submitted, the 
board of supervisors offers 
suggestions and revisions to 
the tentative constitution.  
The founders are then free to 
pursue whatever goals they 
have set. Wells explained that 
the Athletic Department will 
Independence  
on the Field
Sports Clubs offer 
autonomY, varietY,  
and competition
HIllsDale Is well known for its free-market 
advocacy and spirit of independence. And often, to borrow 
a phrase sometimes used to describe supply-side economics, 
these things “trickle down” from the abstract conversations 
in the classroom into the concrete, everyday lives of 
students. Every year, Hillsdale students found and manage 
CHARGER 
s p o r t s
the rugby club played in six matches this spring.
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help to reserve and maintain 
facilities for practice and 
competition, but the clubs 
themselves are responsible 
for purchasing uniforms and 
equipment, joining leagues, 
making travel arrangements, 
and maintaining the 
club’s constitution. Wells 
described it as “an exercise in 
creativity,” and he expressed 
confidence in the ability of 
Hillsdale students to meet 
the challenge. “With the 
type of student that Hillsdale 
College draws, we have a 
lot of students that fit that 
mold,” he concluded.
 Creativity has indeed 
been a necessary quality in 
club leadership this year. 
Each of the four recognized 
clubs has faced different 
challenges, and each finds 
itself at a different stage of 
development. The firearms 
club, which must battle the 
unpredictable Michigan 
climate for its outdoor 
activities, is currently 
recruiting members and 
establishing practice 
times. While some of the 
facilities at the new Hillsdale 
shooting range are still 
under construction, the 
club hopes to enter official 
league competition soon. The 
cheerleading club also must 
wait for its leadership to earn 
the necessary instructional 
certifications before receiving 
club status. If all goes 
according to plan, they will 
hold formal tryouts this fall.
 The soccer club, the first 
one recognized through 
the new program, is a little 
further along. Club president 
Max Nichols, ’12, reported 
that the club will join the 
Midwest Alliance Soccer 
Conference (MASC) in the 
fall. To prepare for their 
upcoming season, they have 
hosted bi-weekly practices 
and pick-up games this 
spring and a successful 
five-on-five tournament 
in the Hillsdale Academy 
gym during the winter. 
Nichols and vice president 
Joe Chrisman, ’12, are 
encouraged by the talent that 
they have seen. “We have a 
relatively large talent pool,” 
said Nichols, “especially for a 
school that doesn’t officially 
have soccer yet.” This is good 
news, because the MASC 
includes teams from colleges 
such as Central Michigan 
University, the University 
of Michigan, and Hillsdale’s 
athletic rival, Grand Valley 
State. Nichols acknowledged 
the daunting competition, 
but he added, “We’re going to 
go into it with our heads held 
high. I’ll think we’ll step up 
to the challenge.”
 Hillsdale’s oldest and most 
visible sports club, the rugby 
club, has already tasted that 
challenge. Founded two years 
ago, the rugby club has 
played several intercollegiate 
matches since its inception, 
including six spring 
exhibition contests—some on 
Hillsdale’s campus. Though 
their current record shows 
five losses and one win, that 
win, against Michigan’s 
Oakland University, came at 
the end of an exhausting 
three-match tournament and 
signals hope for the club’s 
future. Gabe Bunek, ’12, who 
will take over for Ian Faley, 
’10, as the rugby club’s 
president, looks forward to 
recruiting new members 
when freshman arrive in the 
fall. Bunek is one of two 
players on the team with 
previous rugby experience. 
The rest of the roster is an 
assortment of novices with a 
few former football players. 
“We’re a small club,” said 
Bunek, “so we welcome 
anyone who will come.” 
Despite its small numbers, 
the club attracts enough 
participants to hold regular 
practice sessions—often in 
snow, rain, and mud—and 
field the necessary 15 players 
for a match.
 Bunek and Nichols have 
been instrumental in the 
new program as students and 
administrators alike work 
out their responsibilities. 
Nichols submitted the 
soccer club’s application 
even before the club sports 
policy had been established, 
modeling the club after the 
Sigma Chi constitution. He 
described the experience 
of drafting and revising his 
club’s constitution as “a very 
involved process,” but he 
was happy with the results. 
After a minor adjustment 
to officers’ term limits, the 
administration approved the 
club to operate according 
to its charter. Bunek also 
expressed appreciation for 
the program’s balance of 
oversight and independence. 
“It’s been helpful to have 
a contact in the Athletic 
Department,” he said, “but 
for the most part we’re pretty 
autonomous.” The program, 
according to those involved, 
offers well-ordered liberty 
to the willing and able. In 
that sense, the classroom has 
come to the sports field. ■ 
Philip Zoutendam, ’10
the rugby club 
practices for a match.
Shooting sports club 
members practice at the 
College’s range.
tim Wells is the director 
of Club Sports.
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News
1940s
Seven sisters 
from Pi Beta 
Phi sorority 
had a reunion 
at the Bavarian 
Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. These seven 
ladies get together almost every summer, 
and this time some of their husbands were 
able to join. Pictured are: Bob and jean 
Marshall, ’44, ’47; Mary lou wilson 
shultz, ’47; Mike and rena Pifer 
lude, ’44, ’47; ellen Motz kleinert, 
’47; Mary lou wathen Miller, ’47; 
Marjorie tait sagar, ’47; and Richard 
and laMoine grove McMurray, ’47. 
1950s
james McCann, ’50, will 
become the namesake of 
Livonia’s new courthouse, 
the James R. McCann 
Hall of Justice. James was 
elected to the City Council 
and served from 1958-1966. He also served 
for 29 years as a municipal judge and then 
as a district judge of the 16th District Court, 
sitting for 17 years as chief judge. His time 
of service, 37 years as an elected official, is 
the longest in the city’s history. McCann was 
elected president of the Michigan District 
Judges Association in 1977. He also served 
on the Judicial Tenure Commission from 
1981-1994. James attended and taught at the 
National College of State Judiciary at the 
University of Nevada, representing Livonia 
and the 16th District Court. James’ wife, 
lillian Dehart McCann, ’52, attended 
the presentation with him. 
Dick kerr, ’53, has written a book titled, 
“…Of Cabbages and Kings:…a veteran 
newspaperman’s recollections (good and 
bad), and a few laughs, in words and photos.” 
The book highlights his 45 years in and on 
newspapers starting with the Collegian, then 
the Hillsdale Daily News, followed by the Ann 
Arbor News, Ypsilanti Press and finally the 
Leelanau Enterprise. Dick resides at 201 South 
Main Street, PO Box 242, Leland, MI 49654. 
robert Hamilton, ’57, has been busy 
since graduating from Hillsdale College. 
He has been to seminary, served 28 years in 
ministry, and was married for 43 years until 
his wife passed away due to cancer. He and 
his wife have two children, both in their 40s 
and living nearby. Robert is now retired, 
but he continues to sing in the church choir 
as a tenor. He has sung in the chorus for 
the oratorio The Messiah put on by various 
communities over the years. He resides in 
Iowa. E-mail: hamiltonoctopus@aol.com 
1960s
greg and Carolyn slease frahm, ’69, 
DtD; ’69, CO, have a new address: 144 
Hearthstone Lane, Nellysford, VA 22958. 
1970s
Barton “Bart” kavruck, ’72, DsP, 
retired after 30 years of service to the 
federal government. Bart’s first federal 
career began in 1974 with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in the Department 
of the Interior. He served for three years 
as a museum technician and scientific 
illustrator in the herpetology section at 
the Museum of Natural History. He was 
a member of a scientific team researching 
the environmental impacts on populations 
of reptiles and amphibians from the effects 
of off-road vehicles in the Mojave Desert. 
His illustrations were published in various 
scientific journals, research papers, and a 
book titled An Introduction to Herpetology. 
One of his illustrations also appeared on the  
cover of National Biology Teachers Magazine 
(March 1981). He attended graduate 
school in the Department of Education at 
George Washington University and the 
Defense Intelligence College at the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. 
 His career in the U.S. Intelligence 
Community began in 1982 as a technical 
illustrator for the U.S. Army’s Intelligence 
and Threat Analysis Center (ITAC). After six 
years illustrating foreign weapons systems, 
he became a photogrammetrist. He was 
selected to team-teach a unique course 
developed by the Canadian Defense Ministry 
on “Graphical Rectification of Hand-Held 
How Do I 
Submit News?
Send it in the enclosed 
business reply envelope,
or e-mail it to 
magazine@hillsdale.edu.
Photos will be returned— 
be sure to include your name 
on the back of the photo.
Photos may also be 
submitted electronically 
(.jpg, .tif, .eps). High 
resolution files will produce 
better results. Scan at 
300 dpi or set your digital 
camera to Fine/Superfine.
Please include class years  
of alumni.
note aBout 
suBmissions: Hillsdale 
only prints announcements 
that are submitted by you or, 
in the case of an obituary, 
the immediate family. We 
will NOT print obituaries 
or other announcements 
that have been submitted 
by someone other than an 
immediate family member.
•
For questions or extra copies 
of Hillsdale Magazine:
Call Monica VanDerWeide 
at (517) 607-2624  
or e-mail 
magazine@hillsdale.edu.
alumni news
25
35mm Photography.” In 1991, he became 
the Army’s site manager for its softcopy 
imagery exploitation system. In 2001, he 
served as technical advisor to the deputy 
director of the National Ground Intelligence 
Center (NGIC) at the Washington Navy 
Yard. In 2002, he accepted a position as an 
imagery analyst with the National Imagery 
and Mapping Agency (NIMA).  He was 
credited with a “first find,” and two of his 
reports were selected for the president’s 
daily briefing. He retired as the Division’s 
Executive Officer in 2010. 
     Bart has been married to his wife, Louise, 
since 1984. They have enjoyed traveling 
extensively in Greece, Italy and, most 
recently, Canada. They plan to retire from 
their current residence in Washington, D.C., 
to Port Townsend, Washington.
jim Macklin, ’72, retired from CH2M 
Hill (an engineering/procurement/
construction company headquartered in 
Englewood, Colorado) in August 2009 
after 15 years of service. In September 2009 
he accepted a position at Savannah River 
Site, a Department of Energy site, and he is 
engaged in reducing its carbon footprint. 
Jim resides in Camas, Washington. E-mail: 
jimmacklin@live.com 
terra Dauginda Pressler, ’72, moved 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico, following her 
son’s graduation from high school. She still 
returns to Florida in the winter to teach 
spring terms at the University of Tampa. 
E-mail: terrapressler@gmail.com 
Marianne del 
Campo Hartman, 
’75, retired after 31 
years from American 
Airlines in November 
2008. She started her 
second career at the clerk of court’s office 
at the U.S. Federal District Court, Eastern 
District of North Carolina, Western 
Division, in December 2008. Marianne 
resides in Raleigh, North Carolina. E-mail: 
mhartman53@gmail.com 
Debra wright 
goforth, ’78, has a 
new address: 888 East 
McRainey Road, Saint 
Pauls, NC 28384. E-mail: 
gofornut@live.com 
ed tonkin, ’79, and Marshall 
taylor, ’80, in conjunction with two 
old friends from their boarding high 
school, have restarted a unique political 
club on Facebook—Committee for the 
Re-Establishment of Our Constitutional 
Liberties. They initially founded this 
club at their school, published a monthly 
newspaper, and had a dinner to review the 
year’s work. E-mail: druid1776@aol.com 
1980s
Mark Heussner, 
’85, submitted a 
photo of his wife Lisa, 
his son Garrett, his 
daughter Danniella 
and his stepson 
Preston. Mark can be reached at 
marklloydheussner@yahoo.com 
Beth Carstens wenzel, ’85, and her 
family have recently moved to Charlotte, 
North Carolina. She keeps busy raising her 
three children, playing tennis, and painting. 
john eads, ’87, was 
recently recognized by 
Michigan Lawyers Weekly 
as one of 25 Michigan 
Leaders in the Law. John 
has expanded his practice 
from medical malpractice to several 
other areas, including trucking accidents, 
commercial litigation, construction 
accidents, and employment litigation. John 
is also active in the community: along 
with several other attorneys, he hosts soup 
kitchens in Mount Clemens at least once a 
year, and he also takes one pro bono case a 
year to help those who cannot afford legal 
representation. John resides in Northville. 
E-mail: jteads@kopkalaw.com 
lisa Hermann, ’88, 
was honored with the 
Everyday Hero Award 
on November 8, 2009, 
by high school senior 
and nephew Jordan 
Jones. This prestigious award celebrates the 
lives of everyday people in the workplace 
who, through extraordinary commitment, 
courage, compassion, and integrity, are 
changing lives and inspiring others. 
1990s
katrina Iott, ’90, aXD, is happily 
married to Albert Lewis and lives in 
Petersburg. Her family business, Iott Ranch 
and Orchard, Inc. (www.tomatoes.com), 
supplies tomatoes to over 125 farm markets 
and grocery stores in the metro Detroit 
area throughout the summer. They also 
produce machine-harvested tomatoes for 
Dei Fratelli and Red Gold canneries, and 
they are the largest producer for fresh 
cabbage in the state. Katrina devotes much 
of her time volunteering at Beach House 
Family Shelter in Toledo, Ohio. Beach 
House is an emergency homeless shelter 
serving families, and Katrina is currently 
the president of the board of directors. She 
and her husband enjoy travel, golf, tennis, 
yoga, and sushi. They reside at 20250 
Lulu Road, Petersburg, MI 49270. E-mail: 
Katrina@tomatoes.com 
tom Heckert, ’91, was named General 
Manager for the Cleveland Browns after 
working for the Philadelphia Eagles for 
several years. 
Michelle Morrow Houtcooper, ’91, 
her husband Scott, and their two daughters 
recently moved from Tallahassee, Florida, 
to Ketchikan, Alaska. Michelle is the 
marketing manager for the Ketchikan 
Public Utilities telecommunications 
division where she is responsible for 
television programming, sales, advertising 
and other marketing functions for KPU. 
Upon arrival in Ketchikan, Michelle 
created a brand-new television station 
for the division that features eight new 
local Ketchikan shows hosted by Michelle 
herself. In addition to her work, she is 
actively involved in First City Players, where 
she recently played the role of Adriana 
in Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors. On 
October 6, 2009, she was elected to the 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School Board 
as a write-in candidate. Last November, 
Michelle reconnected with timi Hough 
tullis, ’86, for the first time in over 20 
years at an Alaska Association of School 
Boards Conference. Timi was Michelle’s 
admissions counselor when she first 
arrived at Hillsdale as a freshman. E-mail: 
mhoutcooper@gmail.com 
Zoe Pfister Clisham, ’94, has a new 
address. She now resides at 14266 N. 
Canterbury Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85023. 
E-mail: zclisham@yahoo.com 
abigail gebfert 
Butler, ’97, was added as 
one of nine new partners 
to Baker & Daniels, LLP. 
Abigail concentrates 
her practice in product 
liability from the firm’s Fort Wayne office. 
Abigail was also recently selected by Greater 
Fort Wayne Business Weekly as one of “40 
under 40” who are making their mark in the 
greater Fort Wayne area. She joined Baker & 
Daniels in 2000. 
tom Morrison, ’97, defeated the six-term 
incumbent representative in the Illinois 
State House District 54 Republican primary 
on February 2, 2010. He now moves on to 
the general election in November. During 
alumni news
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the primary campaign, Tom walked over 
350 miles going door-to-door to talk to the 
residents of his district. Although he was 
outspent two to one and every newspaper 
endorsed his opponent, Tom’s platform of 
fiscal conservatism and traditional family 
principles resonated with voters. Tom 
owns two Servpro fire and water cleanup 
and restoration franchises, and he and his 
wife Bethany have two children. E-mail: 
trm1500@yahoo.com 
rachel Miller, ’98, has been working 
at the public defenders office in El Dorado 
County, California, for the last five years 
and is the founding member of the Prop 36 
drug treatment court. This was founded to 
assist non-violent drug addicts to become 
clean, sober, and productive members 
of society. She is the president of the El 
Dorado County Bar Association and just 
recently purchased her first home. She is 
also active in her local Active 2030 group, a 
community service organization to benefit 
needy children, as well as the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters program. Rachel resides at 3831 
Sheridan Road, Cameron Park, CA 95682. 
E-mail: rdmiller.esq@yahoo.com 
almis udrys, ’99, has been appointed 
Policy and Fiscal Advisor to the Minority 
Leader in the California State Assembly. 
One of his primary duties will be working 
with the Schwarzenegger administration 
and other Republican and Democratic 
legislative leaders to address an estimated 
$20 billion budget deficit. E-mail: 
udrysa@hotmail.com 
2000s
jeanne smith 
swanson, ’02, was the 
cover model for  the 
February 2010 issue of 
Styleline, Metro Detroit’s 
Guide to Fashion, Beauty 
and Home.  She is also 
featured in an eight-page 
photo spread modeling various fashions.
jennifer Meyer Danic, ’04, was 
presented the 2009 Governor’s Award for 
Tomorrow’s Leaders by Governor Mitch 
Daniels of Indiana. This award honors 
Hoosiers ages 19-29 who strive for and 
attain excellence as entrepreneurial leaders, 
volunteers and scholars. Each honoree 
received $1000, courtesy of Vectren 
Corporation, to be used as an educational 
scholarship or donated to a charity of 
the honoree’s choice. Jennifer was given 
this award due to her commitment to 
improving her community. She has served 
on the Program Impact Committee of 
College Mentors for Kids and assisted the 
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation. She 
is president of the Center on Philanthropy’s 
Alumni Association, and she is a founder of 
Giving Sum, a young professionals’ giving 
circle, where she serves as Operations Team 
Leader. Jennifer is employed by Goodwill 
Industries Foundation.
Dorothy Herter Dixon, ’04, graduated 
from the University of West Georgia with 
honors in December 2009 with her master’s 
degree in special education. She currently 
teaches in Newnan, Georgia, for a high 
school program specializing in emotional 
and behavior disorders. 
anthony Mantova, ’05, and his two 
brothers have opened a music store called 
Mantova’s Two Street Music. The store is set 
up to give concerts, with a sitting area and 
music lesson rooms, as well as a growing 
selection of electric and acoustic guitars and 
accordions. The brothers are also using the 
store to rethink the approach of the rental of 
band instruments. They plan to be active in 
community events from the Dixieland Jazz 
Festival to Blues by the Bay, as well as offering 
estimates for installing sound systems. 
andrew and Bethany 
Decker russell, 
’05, ’05, kkg, reside in 
Bloomington, Indiana. 
Bethany graduated from 
Indiana University School 
of Optometry with honors 
in May 2009, and she is currently practicing 
optometry in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Andrew is continuing to work on his Ph.D. 
in molecular biology at Indiana University. 
E-mail: russell.bethany@gmail.com 
aaron sandvig, ’05, joined the Army in 
September 2005. He was deployed to Iraq 
between December 2007 and February 
2009. After returning home, he married his 
long-time friend, Jennifer Baier, and they 
moved to Monterey, California. Aaron is 
attending the Defense Language Institute 
Foreign Language Center and is learning 
Farsi. He will be attending law school in the 
fall. E-mail: ansandvig@gmail.com 
Michelle long, ’07, is now the assistant 
director of admissions at Bay State College 
in Boston. Bay State College is a private 
college whose mission is to provide students 
with a quality education that prepares them 
for professional careers and increasing 
levels of higher education. Michelle 
will marry Isaac Michkit of Bow, New 
Hampshire, on September 24, 2010, in a 
small ceremony in Boston, Massachusetts. 
In attendance will be both of their families, 
including Michelle’s mother, Margaret 
youngs, ’06, and a few close friends, 
including jonathan Hoyt, ’05. E-mail: 
mlong@baystate.edu 
Calah Duryea, ’08, is employed 
as a legal assistant with a law firm in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. E-mail: 
calah.duryea@gmail.com 
Monica jordan, ’08, 
joined the Navy Nurse 
Corps and works as 
an oncology nurse at 
Naval Medical Center in 
Portsmouth, Virginia. She 
resides in Virginia Beach, Virginia. E-mail: 
mjjordan86@yahoo.com 
Weddings
2000s
laura Downhour, ’01, 
kkg, married Cameron 
Fagan at Grace Church 
in New York, New York, 
on November 21, 2009. 
Hillsdale alums in the 
wedding party were aimee Huard sitka, 
’01, kkg; jill robertson, ’99, kkg; and 
Megan schutzler freyman, ’02, kkg. 
Other Hillsdale alums in attendance were 
erick and ellen Colosimo Clauson, 
’00, DsP; ’00, kkg; Mark and Courtney 
geiger nowicki, ’00, DsP; ’00, kkg; 
andy wiess, ’01, sC; kimberlee 
Belsley, ’01; and stephanie Cullinan, 
’02, CO. Laura and Cameron recently 
relocated to San Francisco, California, 
where Cameron is employed by Financial 
Technology Partners—an investment 
banking firm—and Laura continues as 
the sales and publicity manager for the 
New York City boutique publisher Seven 
Footer Press, and works as a freelance 
writer for ESPN the Magazine. E-mail: 
ldownhour@hotmail.com 
rachel 
Blanchard, 
’02, married Todd 
Nagel on July 18, 
2009, at Whitewater 
State Park in 
Minnesota, the perfect location for a couple 
who loves to hike and camp. After editing 
27
and teaching for six years in Phoenix, 
Rachel returned to Rochester, Minnesota, 
where she lives with Todd and his son 
Josiah. Rachel teaches English and advises 
the yearbook staff at Stewartville High 
School, and Todd teaches math at Century 
High School. Josiah is a freshman at Bethel 
University in Saint Paul, Minnesota. E-mail: 
rachelmarienagel@gmail.com 
vita grammatico, 
’03, PBP, married 
Stephen Romberger on 
August 31, 2008, in West 
Bloomfield. Catherine 
grammatico grana, 
’05, stood as matron of honor. Other guests 
included jeffrey grana, ’05, DtD; 
jennifer Belsley Dattilio, ’03, kkg; 
erin allen samouelian, ’03, PBP; and 
andrew and Mary rybicki towne, ’04, 
’03, PBP. Stephen is a graduate of Grand 
Valley State University (and was horrified 
by his team’s shoddy performance at last 
year’s Hillsdale homecoming!). Vita is 
employed as an academic advisor and will 
graduate with an MBA degree this spring. 
E-mail: vromberger@gmail.com 
scott Hill, ’03, married 
Heidi lange, ’06, 
on March 13, 2010, in 
Punta Gorda, Florida. 
In attendance at the 
wedding were karen 
albright kalivas, ’74; victor l. 
Hill, ’74; Donna Olson Powell, ’49; 
james Higginbottom, ’02; jonathan 
Poortman, ’03; rachael Murphy 
(former student); and Maria Mcrae 
Dykstra (former student). E-mail: 
smhill2003@hotmail.com
gino tozzi, ’03 and 
Courtney Helberg, 
’03, were married on June 
27, 2009, at Woodside 
Bible Church in Warren. 
Their reception was at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club in Grosse 
Pointe, and they spent their honeymoon 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, and Hawaii. the 
wedding party included Beth Cipriano 
vanDalson, ’04, CO; Paige lustig, 
’04; and Dave McHann, DtD (former 
student). Other Hillsdale College guests 
included jackie Collins, ’03, CO; 
lauren Malhoit, ’03, CO; raeleen 
kasinec, ’04, CO; sarah spaulding, 
’04, CO; emily friedrich lorenz, ’03, 
CO; kristen kerch korbakis, CO 
(former student); Michael Patrick, 
’05; and jeff vanDalson, ’04, DtD. Gino 
and Courtney live in Sterling Heights where 
Gino is a lecturer at Wayne State University 
and Courtney is a project manager at 
Spiritech, Inc. E-mail: chelberg7@aol.com 
Beth vanevery, ’03, 
kkg, married Kevin 
June on June 30, 2007. 
The wedding ceremony 
was held at Kensington 
Community Church 
in Troy. Hillsdale alumni in attendance 
included rebecca Berg Manor, 
’03, kkg; elizabeth sloane, ’03, 
kkg; timothy Hoffman, ’03; amy 
foster stirling, ’03, kkg; jennifer 
Hobson, ’02, kkg; and jennifer 
foster Cryst, ’02, kkg. Beth and Kevin 
honeymooned in Napa Valley, California. 
the couple resides in Grand Blanc. E-mail: 
bavanevery@hotmail.com 
Betsy foster, ’04, married Scott Farris 
Duncan in Norfolk, Virginia, on June 
13, 2009. amy kress, ’05, attended 
and designed the programs for the 
wedding ceremony. The couple resides 
near Washington, D.C., where Scott is a 
mechanical engineer for the U.S. Navy, 
and Betsy is a researcher and public policy 
writer for the Defense Department. E-mail: 
ibbetsyjoy@hotmail.com 
terah Malette, ’04, 
kkg, married Ben Allis 
on June 26, 2009, at 
Saint John’s Church in 
Georgetown, Washington, 
D.C. The couple 
graduated from Georgetown University 
School of Medicine in May 2008. There was 
a Hillsdale graduate in the wedding party: 
erin McCormick DeBoer, ’04, kkg. 
Other guests included tom shannon, 
’04, and Michael nikkila, ’05. They 
took a wedding trip to the Grand Cayman 
Islands. Terah currently resides in Omaha, 
Nebraska, as a resident surgeon (ENt), and 
Ben, an Air Force captain, was deployed in 
November 2009 to South Korea as a flight 
surgeon. E-mail: terah.malette@gmail.com 
jeffrey grana, ’05, 
DtD,  and Catherine 
grammatico, ’05, were 
married on July 28, 2007, 
in Utica. The wedding 
party included maid of 
honor vita grammatico romberger, 
’03, PBP, and groomsman samuel 
Zenobia, ’05, DtD. Hillsdale graduates 
in attendance were Mark kehoe, ’04, 
DtD; Ben Bixenmann, ’05; leslie 
randall Bixenmann, ’05, kkg; and 
Bentley graves, ’05, DtD. Jeffrey works 
for C.H. Robinson, a logistics company 
in Detroit, and Catherine is a first grade 
teacher in Warren. The couple is enjoying 
their new home in Royal Oak. E-mail: 
katieg113@hotmail.com 
Mariel johnson, 
’05, married Derek 
Stauff of Orwigsburg, 
Pennsylvania, on 
May 15, 2009, in 
Windom, Minnesota. 
Derek is a 2003 graduate of Grove City 
College. Members of the bridal party 
included Benjamin and elsa johnson 
finnegan, ’06, ’08; Bethany johnson, 
’08; and Hannah Dixon, ’05, who also 
provided the special music. In attendance 
were Megan ramey, ’05; Margee 
Meckstroth, ’05; eleanor Pettus, ’06; 
lisa graff, ’05; gretchen roth, ’05; 
joe Hunt, ’05; and Clare Bullard, ’03. 
Photographers were jordan and Melissa 
fazekas Irish, ’05, ’05. Following a 
wedding trip to Spain, Mariel and Derek are 
at home in Bloomington, Indiana, where 
Mariel works as a librarian for the Indiana 
University School of Music and Derek is 
finishing his Ph.D. in music history. E-mail: 
mariel.stauff@gmail.com 
Heidi johnson, ’06, 
married nicholas 
Brouwer, ’06, on June 
20, 2009, during a beach 
ceremony in Ludington. 
Hillsdale friends in 
attendance were: Hannah agauas, ’07; 
shannon stanglewicz audretsch, 
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’06; Danielle Chase, ’06; ken Dau, ’05; 
laura Devine, ’07; Carrie Douglas, 
’07; seth folkertsma, ’05; jenn Hawk, 
’06; scott kallgren, ’07; stephanie 
lawrence, ’06; natalie Mock, ’08; 
Michael nikkila, 05; tasha kompik 
Oltman, ’05; sharon Pelletier, ’06; 
stephanie riebe, ’06; and andy and 
joanna grille shaw, ’06, ’06. The couple 
lives in Lindstrom, Minnesota, where 
Nicholas is a high school science teacher 
and Heidi is a physical therapist. E-mail: 
hlbrouwer@gmail.com 
libby visser, ’07, 
married Benjamin 
Johnson, a 2009 
graduate of Western 
Michigan University, 
on August 18, 2007. The 
wedding was held at Portage First United 
Methodist Church in Portage, and was 
followed by a sunset-themed reception. 
Libby was attended by her younger sister 
Meredith and natalie Mock, ’08. Ben 
was attended by his younger brother 
Mark and life-long friend Noah. Hillsdale 
guests included Matt Macaulay, 
’07; Brendan McCurdy, ’06; emily 
Mceneely, ’07; jenny Bowser, ’08; 
Hilary Carlson, ’07; lauren Clark, 
’07; andy and joanna grille shaw, ’06, 
’06; Christine german, ’08; vanessa 
Hatcher, ’08; justin roebuck, 
’06; scott keenan, ’07; Christina 
klein, ’07; Bill richards, ’07; Maria 
sciarini, ’08; katie spice, ’07; Hannah 
vanDerswaagh, ’08; and Dr. Ken Hayes 
and Dr. Carmen Wyatt-Hayes. Ben is 
the son of Gregory and rebecca fox 
johnson, ’75, and Becky’s Hillsdale friends 
Dave and jackie Dubin foster, ’73, ’72, 
and Mary McCaw Old, ’74, were also in 
attendance. Ben and Libby live in Grand 
Forks, North Dakota, where Ben works as 
an aviation mechanic for the University of 
North Dakota, and Libby is a stay-at-home 
mom. E-mail: libby.visser@gmail.com 
Becky Briggs, ’08, CO, 
and tom richards, 
’07, were married in the 
bride’s hometown of 
Louisville, Kentucky, 
on June 29, 2008. The 
wedding party included Hillsdale alums 
stephanie smith-Bunting, ’08, CO; 
Morgan schneider, ’09, CO; jeff 
“Buck” Brewer, ’08, sC; william 
richards, ’07; Blake smith, ’07; and 
samuel russell, ’08. Other Hillsdale 
friends in attendance included Dr. James 
Brandon, professor of theatre and speech; 
Michelle french, ’09, CO; kate 
Martin, ’10, CO; jenny Bowser, ’08, 
CO; Chandler smith, ’08; and kyle 
janke, ’08. The couple traveled to the 
gulf side of Florida for their honeymoon, 
where they rented vespas and chartered 
boats while they explored the many 
island towns. They currently reside west 
of Chicago where Tom is a financial 
analyst for FONA International, and 
Becky works as a nanny and runway 
model. E-mail: tomrasdf@gmail.com and 
beckyrasdf@gmail.com 
Christine german, 
’08, married Ian Sullivan 
“Sully” Clemmer on 
June 27, 2009, at Saint 
Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
The couple met during her senior year at 
Hillsdale College while he was attending 
Mississippi State University. The following 
Hillsdale friends were involved in or 
attended the ceremony: kristin karl, ’07, 
saI; amy johnson, ’08, saI; Bethany 
Bulgrien, ’09, saI; adrienne Darrell, 
’07, saI; Maria sciarini, ’08, saI; and 
tricia schoon, ’09, saI. Christine’s 
sister, Emily German, a junior at Valparaiso 
University, was the maid of honor. 
Sully graduated from MSU’s College of 
Architecture, Art and Design in May 2009 
and is now working for WFT Architects in 
Jackson, Mississippi, while Christine works 
in the personnel department of Hudspeth 
Regional Center in Whitfield, Mississippi. 
The newlyweds honeymooned in the Smoky 
Mountains near Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and 
now reside in Jackson, Mississippi. E-mail: 
clemmer.christine@gmail.com 
Megan Mahan, ’09 
and Charles gandee, 
’07, were married on 
September 18, 2009, 
at the English Inn Bed 
and Breakfast in Eaton 
Rapids. Bridesmaids included sisters kara 
renando, ’02, and erin Hasulak, 
’05, as well as Charlotte wolfe, ’09. 
Other Hillsdale alumni in attendance 
included Brad anderson, ’08; Colleen 
Davis, ’09; Chasen Drackett, ’09; 
Mark erickson, ’07; Dylan ewers, 
’08; andrew Hansen, ’09; liz klimas, 
’09; jordan Miller, ’07; ashley 
McClymonds, ’08; katie Meyer, ’05; 
roger Pattison, ’08; john ward, ’09; 
liz yearsley, ’08; and sarah yearsley, 
’09. Charles and Megan are currently 
residing in Old Town Alexandria outside 
of Washington, D.C. Megan is an event 
planner for the Mercatus Center and the 
Institute for Humane Studies. Charles is the 
business relations manager for his family’s 
business, ServiceMaster of Alexandria. 
E-mail: megangandee@gmail.com 
Cody strecker, ’08, 
sC, and Mary Dell, 
’09, PBP, were married 
in Wilmington, Ohio, on 
May 16, 2009. Members 
of the wedding party 
included jeffrey “Buck” Brewer, 
’08, sC; Mark nicolet, ’08, sC; noah 
Dell, ’13; jeremiah regan, ’08, DsP; 
Dr. Tom Conner, SC; Zachary good, 
’08; rebekah Dell, ’06, PBP; audree 
Heath, ’08; Megan Huening, ’10, PBP; 
emily Bartlett walsh, ’09, PBP; 
and Courtney yeutter, ’09, PBP. Past 
Hillsdale students in the wedding party 
included amber Harmon, PBP, and 
Clare tencza severns, PBP. Others 
in attendance included Brianna Hoeft 
regan, ’08, kkg; alice arnn, ’11, 
PBP; Diana seutter, ’12, PBP; kevin 
Meyers, ’09; joel Musser, ’07; ryan 
walsh, ’09; Hilary Carlson, ’07, 
PBP; lisa Hoffman, ’07, PBP; julia 
spiotta, ’10, PBP; Hannah stone, ’09; 
lauren Babula, ’09, PBP; kristen 
elmes, ’08, PBP; karen Miller, ’08, 
PBP; Hannah agauas, ’08, PBP; aaron 
scholl, ’06, sC; jessica weaver 
scholl, ’06, PBP; Myles sandrian, 
’08, sC; kyle Murnen, ’09, sC; fred 
Hadra, ’09, sC; Daniel Burfiend, 
’08; roseli vanOpstal Burfiend, ’08, 
PBP; abigail thistleton, ’11; tom 
thistleton, ’09; abigail ashmore 
thistleton, ’10; jeff lantis, ’86; 
scott lantis, ’13; Brandon Muri, ’09; 
jenny Brewer, ’08; natalie Mock, 
’08; andrea yeutter, ’06, PBP; Mary 
Beth Maxfield McCleary, ’09, 
PBP; kristina farah, ’09; winnie 
gardiner, ’10, PBP; David kern, 
’08; lindsay Horton, ’10, PBP; evan 
amundson, ’10; Blake smith, ’07; 
and Chandler Baer smith, ’08. Cody 
works for Hillsdale President Larry Arnn 
as a research and writing assistant, after 
two years as the Eastern U.S. counselor 
for Hillsdale’s Admissions Office. 
Mary is a freelance graphic designer for 
Hillsdale’s Publications Department and 
is also an independent stylist for Stella 
and Dot jewelry. The couple welcomed 
their first child, Sebastian, this spring. 
E-mail: cody.strecker@hillsdale.edu or 
strecker.me@gmail.com. 
rebekah wilhelm, ’09, 
married Jared Randolph 
on January 2, 2010. The 
wedding ceremony was 
held at Refton Brethren 
in Christ Church in 
Refton, Pennsylvania, 
and the reception was held at nearby 
Pheasant Run Farm. Hillsdale students in 
attendance included sam Branchaw, ’11; 
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stuDents always hope to land that dream job upon 
graduation—one that combines their passion with their academic 
strengths and skills. For 1992 alumnus Kirk Cordill, his dream 
job is a reality. An unsolicited cover letter and resume that 
Cordill sent to BMW headquarters in 1996 has led to a 14-year 
career with the German automaker. For the last two years, he has 
served as Managing Director and CEO of BMW Group Financial 
Services China in Beijing. In February, he visited his alma mater 
as part of the Executive Speakers Program, discussing his career 
and offering advice to aspiring business students. 
 Currently the youngest CEO in the BMW Group, Cordill’s 
rise to the senior ranks of the world’s top-selling premium 
car brand began with a longstanding passion for all things 
automotive. As a teenager, Cordill worked at a car dealership. 
At Hillsdale, he majored in business administration/finance 
and minored in philosophy, a combination that has proven 
immensely useful to him through the years. While Cordill 
considered law school, he kept coming back to his passion—
cars. As a senior at Hillsdale, he interviewed on campus with 
Serra Automotive, a Michigan-based car dealership network, 
and began working there as a staff accountant upon graduation.
 “I learned so much about the auto industry when I was at 
Serra,” Cordill recalled. “Al and Joe Serra were great mentors.”
 In 1995, Cordill left Serra to return to school for his 
graduate degree.  On the first day of the MBA program at 
Notre Dame, he remembered being surrounded by individuals 
with outstanding credentials: some were Ivy League graduates; 
others had Wall Street experience. “I thought I would never 
make it through the program,” he said. “But I graduated third 
in my class. That is a testament to the wonderful education 
and preparation I received 
at Hillsdale.”
 While Cordill had 
job offers from other 
automakers upon earning 
his MBA, he admired the 
BMW brand and decided 
to take a chance. “I sent 
a cover letter and résumé 
to the human resources 
department at BMW North 
America. I didn’t even have it addressed to a particular person,” 
he recalled. “Then a few weeks later, I got a call and was flown 
out to the North American headquarters in New Jersey.” 
 Cordill began working as a management associate for BMW 
Financial Services North America. A year later, he transferred 
to Munich, Germany, where he worked in International 
Controlling and Risk Management. Having had no previous 
German instruction, Cordill spent much of his free time 
learning the language. He returned to the U.S. in 1999 and 
worked as general manager of vehicle sales. He helped develop 
and implement BMW’s Used Car Strategy including the 
Certified Pre-Owned Program, which has earned five residual 
value awards for the brand. In 2005, he returned to Munich as 
Head of International Remarketing and Used Cars. Then, in 
February 2008, he was given his biggest challenge yet—CEO 
of BMW Financial Services China. 
 “I believe I was chosen to go to China because I had proven 
myself to be an international businessman who produced 
results, and I had been in difficult business situations and 
handled them well,” Cordill said. While he has had to adjust 
to the rigors of learning another language and understanding 
a new culture, he is proud of his accomplishments, including 
negotiating a joint venture agreement with the CEO of China’s 
Brilliance Automotive. 
 “this is a once-in-a-lifetime business opportunity,” he said. 
“I feel like I have a chance to shape the business.”
 In addressing Hillsdale students this winter, Cordill framed 
his remarks by referencing three of the wishes in The Wizard 
of Oz—brain, courage and heart. “Write down your goals and 
never stop learning,” he said. “Have confidence in yourself and 
Kirk Cordill, ’92
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emily fisher, ’12; andrew Odell, ’11; 
elizabeth anne Odell, ’13; shannon 
Odell, ’13; Betsy Peters, ’10; thomas 
roe, ’11; vanessa shuck, ’10; jessica 
slavic, ’12; gretchen spencer, ’10; 
and Brooke tonne, ’11. The couple 
honeymooned in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and now resides in Millersville, 
Pennsylvania. Jared, who graduated with 
a degree in business from Millersville 
University, works in construction and 
remodeling. Rebekah teaches English 
classes for homeschooled students. E-mail: 
silver.laurel.tree@gmail.com 
Births
1980s
tom kanka, ’84, 
announces the birth 
of baby number three, 
Frank Thomas. Frank 
was born on December 
3, 2009, weighed 9 
lbs., 9 oz., and was 21 inches long. Frank 
was welcomed home by older brother 
Bobby and older sister Emma. E-mail: 
TKanka@fourstartrans.com 
1990s
Carla Citrano 
spielman, ’95, and 
her husband Michael 
announce the birth of 
their second daughter, 
Ava Catherine, on 
January 22, 2010. She 
weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. and 
was 20 inches long. Ava was welcomed 
with love by her big sister Natalie. E-mail: 
caspiel@ameritech.net
Darrell and kelly 
spielhaupter Dewitt, 
’97, ’99, announce the 
birth of their son, Jacob 
Patrick, who was born 
on July 29, 2009. He 
weighed 8 lbs., 1 oz. and was 20 inches 
long. Jacob was welcomed home by his 
older sister Katelyn, age 3. Kelly is taking 
the year off from teaching to stay at home 
with their children, and Darrell works for 
King Steel Corporation in Grand Blanc. 
the family resides in Grand Blanc. E-mail: 
dkkjdewitt@gmail.com 
wes and sundown Burkman kelley, 
’96, ’97, had a baby girl, Kadence Olivia, 
who was born on February 24, 2010. E-mail: 
sundown@kelley.com 
Brian whitman, 
’97, and his wife Lara 
announce the birth 
of their second child, 
Claire Ainsley, who 
was born on September 
17, 2009. Their son Blake is 2. Brian and 
Lara live in Spokane, Washington, where 
Brian is a physician assistant at the Valley 
Hospital and Medical Center Emergency 
Department. E-mail: skiwhitman@mac.com 
Chrissy Doherty 
frank, ’98, and her 
husband Kevin announce 
the birth of their son, 
Grady Pearson, who was 
born on May 29, 2009. 
He was welcomed home by big sister Skyla, 
age 4, and big brother Brody, age 3. The 
family lives in Fairfax, Virginia. E-mail: 
chrissy.frank@gmail.com 
Michael and 
jennifer taylor 
neuschwanger, 
’99, ’98, welcomed 
their third child, 
Owen Michael, on 
November 5, 2009. Owen was welcomed 
home by his big brother Sam, age 5, 
and big sister Elizabeth, age 4. the 
family resides in toledo, Ohio. E-mail: 
mistermike4@juno.com 
lisa Piini randall, ’98, 
and her husband Caleb 
are enjoying being parents 
to their son Teddy. Caleb 
Edward VI, “teddy,” was 
born on July 17, 2008. 
Lisa is a stay-at-home mom and enjoys 
jogging, walking, park days, occasionally 
painting, and helping out with her church. 
Her husband is a produce broker. The family 
resides in Salinas, California. Lisa can be 
reached through Facebook. 
tim youngblood, 
’98, and his wife Angela 
welcomed their fourth 
child on October 7, 2009. 
Wade Kimball joined his 
older brothers, JT, age 3, 
and Peyton, age 8, and his older sister Lucy, 
5. E-mail: timyou@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us 
tonya estes 
Bullach, ’99, kkg, 
and her husband Pete 
announce the birth of 
their son, Alex Michael, 
born on February 23, 
2009. Alex was welcomed home by big 
brother Ryan, age 2. Pete is a physician 
and Tonya continues working part time 
for Sanofi-Aventis Pharmaceuticals 
U.S. the family resides in Novi. E-mail: 
tonyamestes@yahoo.com 
andrew and amanda 
regelin Osborne, ’99, 
DsP; ’99, CO, announce 
the birth of their second 
child, Andrew Eugene 
II, who was born on 
April 8, 2008. He was 8 lbs., 5 oz. and 21 
inches long. Drew was welcomed home by 
his big sister Addison, age 4, who enjoys 
teaching him the ways of the world. E-mail: 
Mandy.S.Osborne@sprint.com 
2000s
anna Mersino woycik, 
’01, CO, and her husband 
Scott announce the 
birth of their third child, 
Thomas Michael, who was 
born on April 4, 2009. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz., and was 20 inches long. 
Thomas was welcomed home by big brother 
Andrew, age 3, and big sister Maria, age 
2. The family resides in Perrysburg, Ohio. 
E-mail: anna@mersino.com 
ryan and louise 
Henne wood, ’01, 
’02, announce the birth 
of their sons, Daniel 
Wayne and Victor 
Aaron. The boys arrived 
six weeks early on May 14, 2009. They came 
home after three weeks in the hospital. Ryan 
and Louise were proud to have Brian and 
Hope Platt Bickmeier, ’02, stand with 
them as Daniel and Victor’s godparents at 
their sons’ baptism on October 25. Louise 
continues to work for Merrill Lynch, and 
Ryan is an attorney with Robinson & 
Henry in Castle Rock, Colorado. E-mail: 
lmhwood@gmail.com 
rick and sharon 
williams Hoeg, 
’02, ’02, announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Emily Grace, born on 
November 19, 2009. She 
weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz. and had a full head 
alumni news
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MarCH BrIngs both hope and anxiety to Hillsdale. 
As the mercury perks up and puddles swallow snowdrifts, 
the entire College hopes for spring and simultaneously fears 
it will never come. Hillsdale seniors in particular know this 
strange mix of emotions; it runs especially deep as they fill 
out applications, mail in résumés, wait, hope, fear, and repeat 
the process. Enter Pamela Lowe, ’80, like a fresh spring breeze. 
Lowe was featured in the final Executive Speakers Luncheon 
of the year on March 18, and she came bearing good news for 
an audience saturated with seniors: a Hillsdale education is 
not only good but useful, and a lot of employers know that.
 Lowe was part of the first graduating class of Hillsdale 
communications majors. While on campus, she served as a 
vice president in Chi Omega sorority, worked on the Collegian 
staff, edited the yearbook, and also pursued several valuable 
internships that prepared her for her career. After graduation, 
her degree and impressive résumé led her to several executive 
positions in business communications as well as several posts 
in D.C. political offices. Most recently, she has founded her 
own corporate communications consulting firm. Hillsdale 
College obviously has been instrumental in her professional 
success, and she gladly admits it. “I have a great appreciation 
for the opportunity I had to attend Hillsdale College,” she said. 
“My four years here and my relationships with the faculty and 
staff changed my life.”
 For the theme of her lecture, Lowe borrowed a quotation 
from Ronald Reagan: “You will have opportunities beyond 
anything you’ve ever known.” This certainly reflects her own 
experience after Hillsdale, and she maintained that it would 
be true for future graduates as well. But opportunity is not 
synonymous with success, Lowe reminded her audience; one 
must seize opportunities and learn from them, transforming 
them into success. Her lecture prescribed several methods and 
principles for doing just that, all of which were drawn from her 
own experience.
 The second principle 
Lowe shared—“Get your 
foot in the door”—she 
learned almost immediately 
after graduating from 
Hillsdale. The ambitious 
Lowe was determined 
to go to work for Hill 
and Knowlton, a major 
consulting firm, and she 
did—as a floating secretary. It was the only position available, 
so she accepted it, confident in her ability to rise from the 
bottom of the ranks. She was right. Her work and dedication 
earned her several promotions and caught the eye of the 
company’s executives, one of whom soon invited her to join 
him in the Reagan administration. Within a year of leaving 
Hillsdale, Lowe found herself in the White House, after her 
humble beginning as a secretary.
 But Lowe’s meteoric rise served only as the first of many 
lessons. Another memorable career principle—“Know the 
power of Thank You”—she learned soon after her move to 
Washington. Her teacher? Reagan himself. As a member 
of the White House press office, Lowe was assigned to 
the First 100 Days Report. The project required that she 
and her colleagues work long hours over the Christmas 
holiday, but their labor did not go unnoticed. As a sign of his 
appreciation, the president sent each member of the project a 
personal note on a signed photograph. Lowe never forgot that 
simple gesture, and she has used it herself countless times 
since then in her own career.
 Anyone, of course, could apply these and the other principles 
Lowe shared, and anyone might find success with them. But 
Hillsdale students, Lowe said as she concluded her lecture, have 
an even greater opportunity for success. As her own experience 
has taught her, “in this day and age, people are being asked to 
do more than one job.” This means that Hillsdale graduates 
“really have an upper hand as liberal arts students.” She ended 
with a clear message of hope, echoing Reagan’s optimism with 
a promise of opportunity. “My excitement,” she said, “comes 
from knowing what is in store for you because of your Hillsdale 
credentials.” ■ Philip Zoutendam, ’10
pamela Lowe, ’80
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of hair! the family resides in Novi. E-mail: 
Hoeg07@gmail.com 
wynter shierman 
kaiser, ’02, kkg, and 
her husband Jonathan 
are happy to announce 
the birth of their second 
daughter, Adaya James, 
who was born on November 17, 2009. She 
weighed 6 lbs., 11 oz. and was 18 inches 
long. Adaya was welcomed home by big 
sister Chloe, age 2. The family resides in 
Forest Grove, Oregon, where Jonathan is 
a senior project manager with Regence 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, and Wynter enjoys 
staying home with the girls. E-mail: 
jonwynkaiser@gmail.com 
jenna soccorsi 
Mcnulty, ’02, kkg, 
and her husband Chris 
welcomed Rocco 
Christopher to their 
family on January 5, 2010. 
Rocco weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz. and was 20 
inches long. 
Brent and lindsay 
Berlin Ogle, ’02, sC; 
’02, PBP, announce 
the birth of their son, 
Alexander Von, who was 
born on July 4, 2009. He 
was 9 lbs., 3 oz. and 22 inches long. The 
family resides in Avon, Ohio, where Brent 
is a general manager for Welch Packaging, 
and Lindsay is a stay-at-home mom. E-mail: 
lindsayogle@gmail.com 
jennifer Cook 
walker, ’02, and her 
husband Ethan are happy 
to announce the birth of 
their son, Reece Alston, 
who was born on January 
28, 2009. Reece was 7 lbs., 12 oz. and 20 
inches long, with red hair and blue eyes. 
Jennifer is a stay-at-home mom, and Ethan 
works at the NCAA headquarters in the 
Championships group. Their address is 
6626 Olive Branch Lane, Indianapolis, IN 
46237. E-mail: jenniferwalker4@gmail.com 
Ben and ashley 
Burum Culbertson, 
’03, DtD; ’03, kkg, 
announce the birth of 
their second daughter, 
who arrived on November 
30, 2009. Macy Jane weighed 6 lbs., 15 oz. 
and was 20 inches long. Big sister Reece, 
20 months, was somewhat unsure of 
baby Macy initially but is beginning to 
warm up to her now. The family resides in 
Atlanta, Georgia. You can read their blog at 
www.babyculbygrows.blogspot.com E-mail: 
ashleyaculbertson@gmail.com 
Peter and kristen 
johnson gregory, 
’03, ’01, welcomed Mary 
Katherine on December 
20, 2009. She was born at 
home and weighed 8 lbs., 
1 oz. Mary’s godmother, Abigail Kalthoff, 
presented her in Holy Baptism on December 
27. Mary’s older sister, Vivian Anastasia, 
died in July 2008. Peter was ordained as a 
pastor in the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod in October 2008 and serves at 
Saint Paul’s Church in downtown Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Kristen is now a stay-
at-home mom. the Gregorys have also 
recently moved to 1520 Kensington 
Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46805. E-mail: 
pfgregoryhillsdale@yahoo.com 
nate lewis, ’03, and his 
wife Amber welcomed 
a son, Corban Scott, 
on August 24, 2009. 
Nate is a real estate 
attorney for McKinley 
Inc. in Ann Arbor, and Amber is a stay-
at-home mom for Corban and Mikayla, 
age 3. the family resides in Saline. E-mail: 
nasal03@yahoo.com 
Mary elizabeth 
testerman Buckley, 
’04, and her husband 
Tim announce the birth 
of their daughter, Sloane 
Elizabeth. She was born 
on September 15, 2009, and weighed 6 lbs., 
14 oz. and was 20 inches long. She was 
welcomed by big sister Kate, age 3, who 
loves and adores her. The family resides in 
Florida. E-mail: maryebuckley@gmail.com
 
gabriel and jane 
reiner Haley, ’04, ’04, 
are happy to announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, Vesper Juhl, 
who was born on March 
28, 2009. Vesper’s godparents are greg and 
ann reiner Harms, ’00, ’02. Gabriel is a 
Ph.D. candidate in English at the University 
of Virginia, and Jane is a photographer 
for the University’s public affairs office. 
E-mail: gabrielhaley@yahoo.com and 
janehaley@gmail.com 
David frank, ’06, and his wife Reagan 
welcomed their son, Buckley Winston, on 
April 20, 2010. He weighed 9 lbs., 11 ounces. 
E-mail: davefrank1@gmail.com
Christopher and 
kathryn kauffman 
walker, ’06, ’06, 
announce the birth 
of their first child, 
Alana Grace, who was 
born on July 13, 2009. She weighed 7 
lbs., 13 oz. Chris is a teacher at Veritas 
Academy in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and 
Kate works part time as a consultant to 
Valley Forge Military Academy. E-mail: 
KWalker@vfmac.edu 
tj and alycia Polce 
nielsen, ’07, ’06, 
welcomed their first child, 
John Paul Aeneas, in July 
2009. Arriving two weeks 
late, John Paul weighed 
8 lbs., 11 oz. and was 21 inches long. TJ 
continues to chair the history and religion 
departments at Prince of Peace Catholic 
School, and Alycia now works from home 
directing the marketing program for a 
local financial planning firm. E-mail: 
alyciamegan@gmail.com 
libby visser johnson, 
’07, and her husband 
Ben welcomed their first 
child, Eli Williem, on 
June 15, 2008. Eli weighed 
9 lbs., 13 oz. and was 22 
inches long. Eli’s paternal grandmother 
is rebecca fox johnson, ’75. Libby 
stays home with Eli, and the family lives 
in Grand Forks, North Dakota. E-mail: 
libby.visser@gmail.com 
nicholas and kjerstin 
Ostlind kauffman, 
’08, ’08, announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Bridget Nichole. Bridget 
was born on October 
16, 2009, and weighed 6 lbs., 2 oz. the 
family resides in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, where Nick is teaching English 
and Kjerstin is a tutor in writing. E-mail: 
kauffmanpoets@gmail.com 
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Obituaries
1940s
Harvey C. larson, ’40, passed away on 
January 21, 2009. 
robert lee Orlo andrews, ’43, atO, 
passed away on January 4, 2010, in Austin, 
Texas. Robert’s residences were Portage and 
Tequesta, Florida. He received his M.A. in 
music from the University of Michigan. 
Robert served in the U.S. Navy from 1943 
to 1945. He achieved the rank of Lt. Junior 
Grade and was a sea-plane pilot in the 
Pacific Theater. In 1980, he married Joanne 
Pullon Bartoo, who survives him. Bob 
was a beloved teacher and band director 
at Milwood Junior High for over 30 years. 
He also owned an ice cream concessions 
business which he operated at fairs and 
celebrations. Bob attended both the First 
United Methodist Church in Kalamazoo 
and the First United Methodist Church 
in tequesta-Jupiter, Florida. Other 
survivors include: son Scott W. (Kathy) 
of Mattawan;  daughter Anne Andrews 
(Danne) Buchanan of Salt Lake City, Utah; 
grandson Bradley Andrews; granddaughters 
Kristina Andrews (Eric) Berry; Brittany and 
Elizabeth Bailey terhune. 
Carl Zweig, ’49, passed away on May 9, 
2008. Carl was a WWII naval veteran. He 
played on the football team at Hillsdale 
College and received his master’s degree 
from the University of Michigan and a 
doctorate from the University of New 
Mexico. He spent 39 years in education, the 
past 29 years in Sarasota, Florida, where 
he was also planetarium director for 17 
years at Riverview High School. Carl was 
an avid gardener, but his true passion was 
traveling. He and his wife went all over the 
world, visiting 11 European countries, South 
America, Australia, New Zealand, Africa, 
Mexico, the Hawaiian Islands, the Cayman 
Islands and 49 states. He walked on the 
Great Wall of China and crossed the Arctic 
Circle at Barrow, Alaska. Survivors include 
his loving wife, Dottie; son Mark of North 
Port, Florida; daughters Stephanie Corrigan 
of Venice, Florida, and Karen Davis of 
Sarasota; and a stepson, Robert Milne of 
Sarasota. He is also survived by a son-in-law, 
Addison Davis of Sarasota; granddaughter 
Carey Corrigan of Bensalem, Pennsylvania; 
grandson Jacob Davis-Zweig of North Port; 
and one great-grandson. 
Martin g. “Bumpy” atkins, ’44, passed 
away on April 10, 2010, at the age of 87.  He 
was born on April 26, 1922, to the late Sid 
and Grace Hamilton Atkins, in Detroit. 
Marty married joy rick, ’45, on December 
16, 1944, and she survives.  After graduating 
from Hillsdale, he served his country with 
the U.S. Army during WWII. Upon his 
return from the war, he earned his master’s 
degree from St. Lawrence University. He 
began his teaching career in North Branch, 
Michigan, and after two years moved to 
Carson City, Michigan, where he became 
superintendent. It was there that he was 
recognized in Time magazine for being 
instrumental in the development of the 
innovative open classroom concept. He 
continued his career by accepting a position 
at Central Michigan University where 
he became the director of Educational 
television. In 1964, he moved his family 
to Bridgeport, Michigan, serving as 
superintendent for an unprecedented 
15 years. Marty retired from education 
in 1979, and that same year was named 
Bridgeport’s Most Distinguished Citizen. 
In 2007, Bridgeport Elementary School was 
re-named the Martin G. Atkins Elementary 
School in his honor. In addition to his career 
in education, he served as a lieutenant in 
the Saginaw County Sheriff ’s Department 
for many years. He attended Bridgeport 
Community Church. Marty enjoyed many 
pleasures during his life: his cottage on Sage 
Lake, his horses and many other animals, 
his 10 acres affectionately known as “A” Bar 
Ranch, and most importantly, his family. 
Surviving are his wife, Joy, of 65 years and 
three children and ten grandchildren: Nancy 
(Wayne) Marinclin and their children, Kyle 
and Matt, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Craig 
(Kim) Atkins and their children, Ben and 
Andy, of Birch Run, Michigan; Pete Atkins 
and his children, Angela and Adam, David, 
Brandon, Keely and Anjel, of Chesaning, 
Michigan; and his dog Toby.
1950s
william Chapman, ’51, passed away on 
September 29, 2009.
Cherie neeme Pye, 
’51, kkg, passed away 
on October 6, 2009, at 
the age of 76. Cherie is 
survived by her husband 
of 54 years, Dick, sons 
Tim (Analyn) and Todd (Michelle), and 
daughter truly Hamlin (Eric). She is 
also survived by three grandchildren, 
Andrea Pye, Tommy Pye and Carter 
Hamlin. Cherie was happiest when she was 
surrounded by her family and friends. She 
was active in her church, Saint Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church in Carmel, Indiana, and 
was a strong advocate for the Vera Bradley 
Foundation for Breast Cancer. 
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Would You Like  
to Receive an 
Income Tax 
Deduction and 
Some Tax-Free 
Income?
Consider a 
Charitable gift 
annuity with 
Hillsdale College. 
In exchange for your gift of 
cash or appreciated stock, a 
Hillsdale gift annuity offers very 
competitive payout rates along 
with immediate income and 
capital gain tax savings.
For more information and a 
free proposal, please call our  
Gift & Estate Planning Office 
 at (800) 334-8904.
sample  
gift annuity rates
(one-life rate; lower two-life  
rates are available)
NeW HigHeR RAteS 
eFFeCtiVe JuLY 1, 2010
  ACtUAL  EFFECtIVE
 AGE PAYOUt RAtE PAYOUt RAtE*
 70 5.8% 8.19%
 75 6.4% 9.30%
 80 7.2% 10.78%
 85 8.1% 12.57%
 90+ 9.5% 15.13%
* effective rate reflects the impact 
of the tax-free income and income 
tax deduction, and assumes a 28% 
marginal tax rate
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Betty e. link 
fairgrieve, ’50, PBP, 
passed away on July 27, 
2009, at the age of 81.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her husband of 55 
years, richard “Dick” fairgrieve, ’50, 
atO, who died in 2005 at age 83.  Betty 
is survived by her son, Tom Fairgrieve, 
and her daughter, kathy fairgrieve 
folkestad, ’81, CO.  Having met at 
Hillsdale, Betty and Dick married and 
moved to Trenton, Michigan, where they 
lived their entire married life.
1960s
richard warfel, ’63, passed away 
on April 4, 2010, at home. He served in 
the Navy and was a captain for USAIR 
(formerly Allegheny Airlines). He is 
survived by his wife of 43 years, laurie 
Coonley warfel, ’62, PBP; four 
children, Robert, Gretchen Kapel, Richard 
III, and Douglas; six grandchildren; and his 
sister, Laura Kay Warfel. His wife resides at 
1785 Grosvenor Circle, Wheaton, IL 60189. 
E-mail: lauriewarfel@sbcglobal.net 
Mark a. wentworth, 
’69, died on April 28, 
2010, while enjoying one 
of his favorite pastimes —
golf—in one of his favorite 
places—Florida. 
 Mark spent his childhood in Ohio with 
his brothers Jeff and Steve, his twin.  He 
graduated from Hillsdale College, served 
in the Army during the Vietnam War, 
and moved to Harbor Springs, Michigan, 
in February 1972 where he worked as 
a carpenter.  Mark established “Mark 
Wentworth Builders” in 1982 and proudly 
ran a successful construction company 
until his retirement in 2003 when he sold 
Wentworth Builders to his stepson, Scott 
Kennard, who continues the success of 
Wentworth Builders. 
 Mark shifted into “retirement” in his 
new hometown of Topinabee, Michigan, 
and remained just as busy, building storage 
units, building a vacation home in Canada, 
golfing, boating, and vacationing in Canada 
and Florida with his wife LuAnn and his 
beloved dog, Amber. 
 Mark was well known for many things:  
his twinkling blue eyes, his charm, loyalty 
to his friends and family, his generous 
nature, and that pesky temper of his—the 
stories of Mark’s complicated relationship 
with equipment are classics.
 Surviving Mark are his wife, LuAnn 
Bandemer Wentworth; his brothers, Jeff 
Wentworth and Steve Wentworth; father-
in-law and mother-in-law, Louie and Lois 
Bandemer; sisters-in-law Sue Boyer, Judith 
Ann (Michael) Boyer, Laurie Walker, and 
Leigh (Jerry) Cassidy; sister-in-law Mollie 
Wentworth; niece Jennifer, and nephews 
Jonathon and David; step-children Chad Corey, 
Clay (Amy) Corey, Cheyne (Tara) Corey; Scott 
(Jamie) Kennard, Jonas (Laura) Kennard; 
grandchildren Mitchell, MaRynn, CamBrie, 
Marshall V., MaCayla, Audrey, Sadie, Lucas, 
and Noah Corey;  and his dog Amber.
1970s
Deborah reid fitzgerald, ’77, passed 
away on January 11, 2010, after a long 
struggle with cancer. She is survived by 
her husband Craig and sons Michael and 
Matthew. She was employed with General 
Motors for many years and was a devoted 
mother and volunteer at the Brookside 
School in the Cranbrook community. 
keith alward, ’79, passed away on 
March 28, 2010, from complications after a 
fall. Keith lived life to the fullest, and leaves 
behind his loving family: wife Missy; sons 
Alex, age 23, and Blaine, age 22. He is also 
survived by his parents, nelson alward, 
’55 and Nancy; sister, julie alward 
greco, ’83 (Dale); nephew, Bryan, age 
21; and niece, Ali, age 17. Keith resided in 
Littleton, Colorado. 
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do what you love. You have to love working with people.  In 
the end, it is your ability to get along with others and influence 
ideas that determines your effectiveness and success.”
 Cordill credits Hillsdale’s liberal arts core for giving him 
the skills to think broadly and to succeed in an international 
setting. “I took a philosophy course my freshman year, 
loved it, and went on to minor in it,” he said. “I think it’s 
important to challenge yourself with classes like philosophy 
and foreign language to build your creative thinking skills. 
The combination of theoretical and finite knowledge is 
good because it helps you to step outside of the box and 
look at things from a different perspective.” ■ Monica 
VanDerWeide, ’95
for our banner, “Hillsdale College.”
 Fully implementing these standards will not be easy. 
Perhaps unavoidably into the future, the shade of blue will 
vary from team to team depending upon which company has 
provided the uniforms, equipment, and peripheral supplies. 
Presently on the football field, for instance, the uniforms are 
one shade of blue, the helmets a slightly different shade, and 
the painted end zones and the signage along the bleachers a 
little different still. That will be difficult to correct without 
replacing all the uniforms at once and repainting/decorating 
all the facilities, which is unlikely to happen simultaneously. 
 In sum, very positive steps have been taken to firmly establish 
and protect the College’s traditional graphic identity. These 
decisions, and the process the College has followed, have 
not been nearly as extreme or as arbitrary as, it seems, some 
alumni have been led to believe. Those at the College who are 
charged with managing our graphic identity have approached 
these issues with due respect for our heritage and with great 
determination to preserve the traditions our alumni hold dear.
Sincerely,
Grigor “Scot” Hasted, ’74
Director of Alumni Relations
alumni notes CoNtiNued FRoM pAge 1
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29 text Messages  
to Campus  
From An Alumnus
re: statues
George Washington bought  
Mount Vernon twice, giving up 
what weak men could not.
One thing, please summon 
Adams (he can bring Abbey), 
tell him it’s his sons.
Jefferson, author 
of America, let our 
land rejoice bigger.
Lincoln loathed to close  
but wrote like an angel to 
undivide the house.
Churchill to and fro, 
toasting his big stress of soul; 
thank God some worms glow.
Maggie in repose, 
a stateswoman among men 
filling some huge shoes.
re: class
Northwest Ordinance 
Title IV – the main diff? 
Answer (duh): prudence.
History is like  
a duck: a bit foul, yet still 
beautiful despite 
water off his back, 
now issuing another 
intractable quack.
Our time is too scant 
to do all that needs doing, 
so pick seeds to plant;
don’t waste an hour: 
read the best books first before 
weeds out-root flowers. 
From Petty we know 
we do not have to live like refugees. 
Also,
buy your books online,  
too much bric-a-brac in store; 
it should have more spines.
Platonist math guys 
discover numbers, serve us  
that Pi in the sky.
Reistafarians 
would rather laugh than cry, so 
we say shazookum. 
In lovely buildings, 
learn vertical themes; the world  
needs beautiful things.
Some wisdom lovers 
like the state of nature, but 
this repels others
who say politics 
is not for the petri dish; 
real life is the trick.
Jove teaching virtue, 
having more fun than a bee; 
“Churchill knew that, too.”
Citizen students: 
College means partnership, rise 
to self-government.
We study higher  
things like stars, debt, satellites,  
doubt, hippies, bon fires,
oh, and this one thing: 
we are not beasts or machines, 
we human beings.
Hitch your wagon to  
angels of our nature; head 
toward Oregon.
re: it’s the people
Walk down Hillsdale Street 
when the wet pavement floats in 
a lamp-lit ghost sheen. 
Don’t wait till you leave; 
practice remembering the 
seasons by the trees.
End of term, last four 
things: write all night, exams, deep  
breath, join a folklore. 
re: ps
A campfire still stirs 
in every man’s heart; great souls 
need to tend the fire.
In the first place we, 
the graduates, agree to 
do this: think us free.
May earth be better,  
and heaven richer from our  
guts, life and labor. 
wHIle working an ordinary day-job in 2008, Davey 
Talbot, ’07, had an idea: what if he brightened others’ days 
with a little poem in their inbox every morning? “I was 
anxious for a meaningful outlet,” he said. “I realized that 
many folks are interested in reading a poem now and then if 
it arrives conveniently and isn’t baffling.” And so the online 
poetry service, PoemaDay, was born. 
 Talbot brought his friend Dr. Michael Ward, an Anglican 
priest and C.S. Lewis scholar, on board as his assistant editor 
and asked his friends to advertise by word of mouth. And Talbot 
read, and still every week reads, “an atrocious amount” of 
poetry. He started e-mailing one poem every Monday through 
Friday to his small but growing list of subscribers. Each week 
has a theme—a particular poet, style, or subject—and Talbot 
ensures that the selections are clear and under 20 lines. “Any 
longer, and would-be readers drop like flies,” he commented. 
He writes a short introduction for each poem that will define 
difficult phrases and tell a bit about the author. 
 In just a little over a year-and-a-half, talbot’s brainchild has 
seen great success. Dr. Ward has, according to Talbot, “watered the 
project through droughts” with his own prominence and contacts, 
and their efforts have resulted in endorsements from Dana 
Gioia, former chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
Brett McKay of ArtofManliness.com, and Makoto Fujimura, the 
founder of the International Arts Movement. The project now has 
over 300 fans on Facebook. Recently, Talbot and Ward renamed 
the service Davey’s Daily Poetry to “personalize our brand.” 
 One week, Talbot sent his readers work by fellow Hillsdale 
alumnus tyler Blanski, ’06; another week, it was poems 
published in the New Yorker between 1925 and 1969. the 
poetry never ceases to be clever and eclectic. In his spare time, 
Talbot has been working on his own manuscript of poems. 
When he described his ambitions, Talbot said, “I want to 
see my poems in Poetry and the New Yorker and in a slim, 
handsome Faber & Faber edition.” But for now, he’ll just keep 
scribbling and encouraging others to read more poetry, one 
inbox at a time. If you are interested in subscribing to Talbot’s 
e-mail service, visit DaveysDailyPoetry.org or e-mail Davey@
DaveysDailyPoetry.org. ■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
Poetry in the Inbox
davey talbot Starts
poetrY e-mail service
Davey Talbot, class of 2007, edits a poetry email service (DaveysDailyPoetry.org).  
He lives in Washington, D.C.
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Hillsdale in Fiction
Alumni Writers
katHerine klein, 
elizaBetH genovise, 
and kJerstin kauffman
Dr. jOHn Somerville’s first assignment for his incoming freshman is a simple 
one: write a descriptive narration of a personal experience. While as a result he reads 
many lackluster recollections, Somerville, a professor of English, does find some 
gems among his young writers. Though Hillsdale does not have a creative writing 
program, faculty encouragement of such writers often bears fruit. Two of Somerville’s 
former freshmen, Katherine Shuster Klein, ’99, and Elizabeth Genovise, ’06, both 
recently completed M.F.A. programs in creative writing, and another alumna whose 
writing was encouraged by the Visiting Writers program, Kjerstin Ostlind Kauffman, 
’08, recently attended two prestigious poetry workshops: the West Chester Poetry 
Conference and the writer’s conference at Sewanee. 
 Katherine Klein came to Hillsdale in 1995 undecided between biology or English as 
a major. She quickly found that, “while I liked my science classes, I loved my literature 
classes.” Klein best remembered Hillsdale for these English classes, and especially 
for the one creative writing class she took, where a small class of students met with 
Professor of English Dr. Daniel Sundahl to critique each others’ work once a week. 
Katherine 
Klein, ’99 
•	 M.F.A. in creative writing 
from University of Iowa
•	 Worked as a journalist 
after Hillsdale graduation
Elizabeth 
Genovise, ’06
•	 M.F.A. in creative writing 
from McNeese State 
University
•	 Has published fi ction in 
The Southern Review, The 
Pinch, and Yemassee.
Kjerstin 
Kauffman, ’08
•	 Attended West Chester 
Poetry Conference 
and Sewanee writer’s 
conference
A L U M N I 
spotligHt
elizabeth genovise 
[second from left], 
with her family, was a 
top 5 graduate in 2006.
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“That was my first experience in treating fiction and poetry as 
public expressions, rather than private musings,” she said. “It 
wasn’t easy to put up stories for criticism.” After graduation, 
she worked as a journalist and married fellow alumnus Jacob 
Klein, ’00. But when she began to write fiction more seriously, 
she looked back to Hillsdale, sending Somerville stories and 
asking his advice about M.F.A. programs. Among the schools 
to which she applied was the famed University of Iowa Writer’s 
Workshop. She did not expect to be accepted by Iowa, so when 
she called Somerville to tell him that she had been, he ran 
around Delp Hall on a Saturday “looking for someone to share 
the news with.” Klein completed the two-year program this 
spring, graduating with an M.F.A. in creative writing. 
 Elizabeth Genovise met Klein at Iowa, where she was a 
Ph.D. student in English literature. Genovise originally came 
to Hillsdale because she “wanted an atmosphere where I could 
study literature and the classics as intensively as possible.” She 
took ten or more classes from Somerville, who she said “first 
taught me to write, beginning in 101; he taught me to form a 
flawless sentence, taught me about rhythm and syntax and 
grace.” After graduation, she began classes at University of Iowa. 
But her graduate program only disappointed; the approach 
to literature “stultified” her, and she found herself skipping 
class to write stories—something, she said, “I had never done 
in my life.” Convinced that she was in the wrong program, 
she transferred to McNeese State in Lake Charles, Louisiana, 
to study with Neil Connelly. Her M.F.A. program built on the 
foundation of her B.A., Genovise said. “Hillsdale taught me how 
to write, and McNeese taught me how to write fiction.”
 Somerville never taught Kjerstin Kauffman, but when 
Sundahl read him some of her poetry, Somerville asked 
permission to send samples to Andrew Hudgins, a former 
visiting writer from Ohio State University—something 
Somerville had never done before. When she came as a 
freshman, Kauffman had never written poetry, but nonetheless 
she was invited to a workshop with visiting writer Scott Cairns 
her first semester. She said that this experience, the first of many 
others with the Visiting Writers program, greatly influenced 
her direction as a writer. She reflected, “Each visiting writer 
has influenced my work to some degree or another, as I had 
the chance to hear him read and to talk with him about my 
work.” Her classes, too, gave her “exposure to the great body of 
lyric poetry,” which she called “the greatest gift you can give a 
writer.” She particularly remembered Sundahl, who supervised 
the writing of many of her poems during his office hours. After 
graduation and her marriage to Hillsdale alumnus Nicholas 
Kauffman, ’08, she continued to write, and her poetry won 
her a place at both the West Chester Poetry Conference and 
the writer’s conference 
at Sewanee. Kauffman 
recounted the most 
memorable event of the 
West Chester conference—
when “Dana Gioia casually 
introduced me to Richard 
Wilbur one morning—I 
thought I might drop dead 
on the spot!”
 Of the three, only 
Genovise has published 
any of her fiction. Her 
story “The Seiche” was 
accepted by The Southern 
Review and published in 
the Summer 2009 edition. 
Several smaller publications 
are publishing some of her 
other stories, among them 
The Pinch of Tennessee 
and the Yemassee of South 
Carolina. Genovise characterizes her work as full of “spiritual 
experiences, or in-depth emotional struggles between couples, 
brothers and sisters, friends, parents and children.” Klein has 
not yet published her fiction, but her recent work as a journalist 
appears in Breathe Magazine and the Ithaca Times, and she has 
an essay on Ireland forthcoming in an anthology published by 
Blue Mountain Arts. “In fiction,” Klein said, “I write with an 
eye on history—not necessarily historical fiction, but fiction 
that is aware of what has happened in the world.” Kauffman has 
no current plans to publish her poetry, which she describes as 
primarily “meditative or devotional.” 
 Hillsdale has only a few classes specifically teaching 
creative writing. But according to Kauffman, the influence 
of Hillsdale on her work was profound: “Each of my classes, 
but more pointedly, each of my teachers, had a direct 
influence on my development as a thinker, and thus as a 
writer.” Both Genovise and Klein echoed her sentiment. 
For all three, Hillsdale’s academics developed their writing, 
while the school’s atmosphere—the books and the people 
they encountered here—indelibly influenced their work. 
Genovise said that Hillsdale continues to appear in her 
fiction: “I know for certain that my characters are very often 
reflections of people I knew during my time at Hillsdale—
close friends, mentors, and sometimes, just acquaintances.” 
■ Kiernan Schroeder, ’10
top: Kjerstin Kauffman.
Bottom: Katherine Klein.
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all HIllsDale aluMnI under the age of 40 
are candidates for the Young Alumni Membership. 
 The Young Alumni Membership is a Traditional $10,000 
membership with a variable pledge completion date. 
The Young Alumni Membership carries full President’s 
Club membership privileges and benefits. Young Alumni 
President’s Club members are welcome at all President’s 
Club events. 
 Each Young Alumni traditional President’s Club member 
pledges $10,000 with the completion date determined by 
his or her age. Until a member reaches age 40, he agrees to 
fulfill his pledge at a rate of $500/year. Beginning at age 40, 
he agrees to complete his pledge at the normal rate of $1,000/
year. For example, a 34-year-old may take up to 13 years to 
complete a $10,000 pledge 
(six years at $500/year and 
seven at $1,000/year); a 
30-year-old may take 15 
years (ten at $500 and five 
at $1000); a 26-year-old may 
take 17 years (14 at $500 and 
three at $1,000). 
 If you are interested in  the 
Young Alumni Membership, 
call Shannon Van Horn, 
Director of The President’s 
Club, at (517) 607-2554 or e-mail svanhorn@hillsdale.edu.
Young Alumni
president’s Club 
memBersHip
dan and Roseli Vanopstal Burfiend, 
’08, ’08, joined the president’s 
Club through the Young Alumni 
Membership option.
alumni
•
hillsdale.edu/support/presidents_club.asp
During his tenure, the College gained financial strength and 
established a national reputation for independence, academic 
excellence and commitment to the principles of liberty. 
Highlights of his service abound on the Hillsdale campus, 
none more so than the Michael Alex Mossey Learning 
Resources Center, which the Mosseys provided to the College 
in memory of their son Michael who died in a tragic accident 
in 1966. Don received two Alumni Achievement Awards for 
his service in 1968 and 1980, as well as an honorary doctorate 
from the College in 1975.
 Don is remembered at Hillsdale as a man of firm 
conviction, ready humor, and a toughness that was always 
kind.  He spoke as he thought, in common sense, direct, and 
earthy terms.  On building two new buildings on the Hillsdale 
front quad: “Why do you want to go messing up the front 
yard?” On staff members who work too many hours: “You 
boys ride those midnight planes, and stay up half the night, 
and drive too fast to appointments.  You’re going to be dead, 
and then where the hell will we be?”  On the football team 
(especially dear to him): “For a bunch of smart boys, that was 
a mighty dumb play.” And on the College:  “This is the seat 
of freedom, and we have the privilege of making sure it stays 
that way.”  This saying, like so many of his best, was said with 
a crack in his voice and a tear in his eye.  Few can remember 
Don angry; many remember his passion and loyalty.
 Don loved his country, fought for it, and held its principles 
dear.  He loved his God with all heart.  His family was his 
touchstone, and he is survived and mourned by those most 
dear to him, his wife, Jane ’52, three children—Merrill, ’79, 
Mark, ’81, and Melanie, ’84, and six grandchildren—Patrick, 
’05, Chelsea, Sean, Christopher, Eric, and Alex. the College 
extends to them its heartfelt sympathy and shares their grief.
mossey CoNtiNued FRoM pAge 14
don Mossey served on the Freedom Fund Committee 
which started in 1976 to raise funds to maintain 
Hillsdale’s independence.
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oBservations
Paths to Excellence
New directions in teacher education
tHIs Is a dynamic period for teacher education at Hillsdale College. Due 
to burdensome changes in state requirements, the College decided last year that it 
would cease recommending students for certification by the Michigan Department 
of Education. And, even earlier, the Hillsdale teacher Education Department began 
moving aggressively to prepare teachers for classical and other private schools, as well 
as for charter schools not requiring teacher certification.  
Jon Fennell
•	 Director and  
Associate Professor  
of Teacher Education
•	 Joined Hillsdale  
faculty in 2005
•	 jfennell@hillsdale.edu
 All current Hillsdale students can, 
in principle, complete the certification 
program prior to the close of 2013, the 
date at which the College anticipates its 
authorization will expire.  To ensure that 
students may meet this deadline without 
risk, the teacher Education Department 
has asked students to complete all 
requirements and apply for certification 
no later than August 15, 2013. 
 For students who cannot complete 
their studies by then, and for those 
entering in the fall of 2010 and beyond, 
other options for certification are 
available. One of these is to become 
certified through Spring Arbor 
University, a neighboring institution 
with which the College is collaborating 
for the purposes of certification.  
 Undergraduate teacher certification 
in the United States is moving toward 
a five-year course of study.  therefore, 
the teacher Education Department is 
advising prospective Hillsdale students 
to take advantage of post-baccalaureate 
certification programs that have become 
quite common nationwide.  With this 
approach, the Hillsdale experience that 
has attracted students to our campus will 
not be diluted or compromised by the 
requirements of teacher certification.  A 
post-baccalaureate program is economi-
cal and permits students to be certified 
in the state where they plan to teach.
 Hillsdale College, however, is excited 
to be taking the lead in preparing teach-
ers for classical schools, many of which 
have implemented the Hillsdale Acad-
emy model, as well as for private and 
charter schools. The first major step in 
this new direction occurred in the fall 
of 2008 with the inauguration of the 
Hillsdale College Liberal Arts Teacher 
Apprenticeship.  The Apprenticeship 
ensures that students have all the quali-
ties desired by classical school head-
masters—a good liberal arts education; 
a depth in philosophy of education and 
a grasp of classical education; and some 
experience in a classroom environment. 
 Up until now, participation in the 
apprenticeship has been limited by the 
capacity of local classical schools.  Start-
ing with the 2010-2011 academic year, 
however, it will be possible for students 
to serve as apprentices at locations 
outside of Hillsdale.  From Colorado 
to Ohio to Washington D.C., classical 
schools have volunteered to serve as 
hosts.  Monetary support for expenses is 
also available. Apprenticeship students 
will earn college credits during their 
semester away from Hillsdale.
 To further prepare students for teaching 
in classical schools, the College initiated 
a minor in Classical Education in 2009. 
Headmasters in America’s classical schools 
are excited at the prospect of meeting 
teacher candidates with this rare prepa-
ration in grammar, logic, and rhetoric.  
 To encourage the link between 
Hillsdale graduates and their prospective 
employers, Hillsdale initiated an annual 
Hillsdale Classical School Job Fair and 
Mini-Conference.  Held in the spring, 
the Job Fair brings representatives from 
schools across the nation to Hillsdale for 
two days. While on campus, they meet 
and interview students while learning 
more about what the College is doing to 
prepare teachers for their schools.  
 At the heart of these initiatives in 
teacher preparation, Hillsdale College 
upholds two important constituen-
cies—Hillsdale students wanting to teach 
in private schools, and classical schools 
searching for good teachers.  The Depart-
ment of teacher Education is delighted 
to forge these new and exciting paths to 
excellence in American education.  ■
Sprıng/Summer 2010 • V85-N1
Charger Homecoming Golf Outing
59th Annual Alumni Awards Banquet
Charger Volleyball vs Northern Michigan
Charger Football Reunion
Reunion Class Parties at Rosalie’s, Hillsdale Lanes and Johnny T’s (formerly Savarino’s) 
All Campus Bonfi re and Pep Rally
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  HILLSDALE.EDU/ALUMNI  • (517) 607-2461 • ALUMNI@HILLSDALE.EDU
Homecoming ’10
Rock -n- Roll All Night
November 5-7, 2010
FRIDAY
SUNDAY
SATURDAY
Homecoming Brunch at Grewcock Student Union
Charger Volleyball vs. Michigan Tech
Annual Homecoming Car Show
GLIAC Cross Country Championships
Charger Football Reunion Flag Football Game
Charger Baseball Reunion Softball Game
Charger Swimming vs Findlay/Alma
Charger Tailgate and Class Reunion Tent
Homecoming Parade
Charger Football vs Findlay
Charger Tent Party FEATURING the Ultimate KISS Tribute Band, Destroyer!
